Township of Georgian Bluffs
Committee of the Whole Agenda

May 5, 2021, 5:00 p.m.
Council Chambers remain closed to the public. Should you wish to participate electronically, contact
the Clerk at bdrury@georgianbluffs.ca
This document can be made available in other accessible formats or with communications supports
as soon as practicable and upon request.
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That the report from Kassie Rocca, Director of Finance,
regarding the 2021 Operating and Capital Budget be received,
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That Committee hereby approves the amendments to the 2021
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That report LEG2021-13, Routine Disclosure Policy, be
received, and
That Committee hereby endorse the practice of routine and
active disclosure in provision of non-confidential Township
records, and
That Routine Disclosure Policy ADMIN-03-2021, is hereby
approved.
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LEG2021-14 - Amendments to Procedure By-law 2019-125
Recommendation:
That report LEG2021-14, regarding amendments to Township
Procedure By-law 2019-125 be received, and
That a by-law to enact the amendments to Township Procedure
By-law 2019-125, as included in this report, be presented for
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Plan
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That report OPS2021-21 Comprehensive Water and
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That Committee of the Whole move into closed session at _:__ p.m. with the
CAO and Clerk to discuss:
14.1.

Personal matters regarding identifiable individuals, including municipal
or local board employees.
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Date of Next Regular Meeting/Adjournment
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Committee of the Whole – May 19, 2021, 5:00 p.m.
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Principles Integrity
Integrity Commissioner’s Periodic Report
Township of Georgian Bluffs

Spring 2021

Principles Integrity is pleased to submit this periodic report, covering the period from its
appointment effective February 20, 2019 to February 28, 2021.
The purpose of an integrity commissioner’s annual report is to provide the public with the
opportunity to understand the ethical well-being of the Township’s elected and appointed
officials through the lens of our activities.
This being our first periodic report to Council, we also take the opportunity to re-introduce
ourselves and state our perspective on our role.
About Us:
In 2017 we formed Principles Integrity, a partnership focused on accountability and
governance matters for municipalities. Since its formation, Principles Integrity has been
appointed as integrity commissioner (and occasionally as lobbyist registrar and closed
meeting investigator) in over 40 Ontario municipalities. Principles Integrity is an active
member of the Municipal Integrity Commissioner of Ontario (MICO).
The Role of Integrity Commissioner, Generally:
Recent amendments to the Municipal Act, 2001 mandated that all municipalities have codes
of conduct and integrity commissioners for elected and appointed (local board) officials as of
March 1, 2019. Georgian Bluffs has had a code of conduct and access to an integrity
commissioner since March 2019.
The integrity commissioner’s statutory role is to carry out the following functions in an
independent manner. Put succinctly, the role is to:
•

Advise on ethical policy development

•

Educate on matters relating to ethical behaviour

•

Provide, on request, advice and opinions to members of Council and Local Boards

•

Provide, on request, advice and opinions to Council

•

Provide a mechanism to receive inquiries (often referred to as ‘complaints’) which
allege a breach of ethical responsibilities

•

Resolve complaints

•

And where it is in the public interest to do so, investigate, report and make
recommendations to council within the statutory framework, while guided by
Council’s codes, policies and protocols.
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This might contrast with the popular yet incorrect view that the role of the integrity
commissioner is primarily to hold elected officials to account; to investigate alleged
transgressions and to recommend ‘punishment’.
The better view is that integrity
commissioners serve as an independent resource, coach and guide focused on enhancing the
municipality’s ethical culture.
The operating philosophy of Principles Integrity recites this perspective. We believe there is
one overarching objective for a municipality in appointing an Integrity Commissioner, and that
is to raise the public’s perception that its elected and appointed officials conduct themselves
with integrity:
The perception that a community’s elected representatives are operating with integrity
is the glue which sustains local democracy. We live in a time when citizens are skeptical
of their elected representatives at all levels. The overarching objective in appointing an
Integrity Commissioner is to ensure the existence of robust and effective policies,
procedures, and mechanisms that enhance the citizen’s perception that their Council
(and local boards) meet established ethical standards and where they do not, there
exists a review mechanism that serves the public interest.
In carrying out our broad functions, the role falls into two principle areas. ‘Municipal Act’
functions, focused on codes of conduct and other policies relating to ethical behaviour, and
‘MCIA’ or Municipal Conflict of Interest Act functions, set out graphically in the following two
charts:

The broad role of an Integrity Commissioner:
Municipal Act Functions
Assist in adopting Conduct Codes and other
ethical polices, rules and procedures

Receive
Complaint
[Resolve]

Assist in interpreting these ethical polices and how
they are applied to Council and Local Boards:
Education and Training to Members of Council and
Local Boards, to the Municipality, and the Public
Upon Written Request, provide advice to members
of Council and Local Boards respecting their ethical
behaviour polices, rules, procedures

Investigate
Report
Recommend
Sanction as
appropriate

7

Principles Integrity
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The broad role of an Integrity Commissioner:
MCIA Functions
Assist in interpreting the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act, particularly sections 5, 5.1 and 5.2, for
Members of Council and Local Boards: Education
and Training to Members of Council and Local
Boards, to the Municipality, and the Public
Upon Written Request, provide advice to members
of Council and Local Boards respecting their
obligations under the MCIA

Receive
Application from
elector or person
in public interest
Six weeks
[Resolve]
Investigate
(public meeting)
Complete within
180 days
Decide whether
to apply to judge
Issue Reasons
8

Principles Integrity

In each of the charts above the primary functions of the integrity commissioner are
summarized in the horizontal boxes to the left, and the review mechanism (or inquiry
function) appears in the vertical box on the right.
The emphasis of Principles Integrity is to help municipalities enhance their ethical foundations
and reputations through the drafting of effective codes of conduct and other policies
governing ethical behaviour, to provide meaningful education related to such policies, and to
provide pragmatic binding advice to Members seeking clarification on ethical issues. As noted
in the Toronto Computer Leasing Inquiry report authored by the Honourable Madam Justice
Bellamy (the “Bellamy Report”, seen by many as the inspiration for the introduction of
integrity commissioners and other accountability officers into the municipal landscape), “Busy
councillors and staff cannot be expected to track with precision the development of ethical
norms. The Integrity Commissioner can therefore serve as an important source of ethical
expertise.”
Because the development of policy and the provision of education and advice is not in every
case a full solution, the broad role of the integrity commissioner includes the function of
seeking and facilitating resolutions when allegations of ethical transgressions are made, and,
where it is appropriate and in the public interest to do so, conducting and reporting on formal
investigations. This in our view is best seen as a residual and not primary role.
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Confidentiality:
Much of the work of an integrity commissioner is done under a cloak of confidentiality. While
in some cases secrecy is required by statute, the promise of confidentiality encourages full
disclosure by the people who engage with us. We maintain the discretion to release
confidential information when it is necessary to do so for the purposes of a public report, but
those disclosures would be limited and rare.
Integrity Commissioner’s Activity:
Since starting our role with the Township of Georgian Bluffs we have been engaged in a
moderate level of activity which subdivides roughly into three categories:
1. Policy Development and Education
On May 15, 2019, shortly following our appointment, we had the opportunity to provide
broad-based training to Council through a session on the ethical framework, the Code of
Conduct and the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act.
On October 16, 2020 we conducted an Education and Training session with Council on the
Code of Conduct.
2. Advice
The advice function of the integrity commissioner is available to all Members of Council
and where applicable their staff and Members of local boards on matters relating to the
code of conduct, the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act and any other matter touching upon
the ethical conduct of Members. Advice provided by the integrity commissioner is
confidential and independent, and where all the relevant facts are disclosed, is binding
upon the integrity commissioner.
Our advice is typically provided in a short Advice Memorandum which confirms all relevant
facts and provides with clarity our analysis and a recommended course of action.
Though advice is confidential, we can advise that some of the issues we provided guidance
on this year arose in the context of properly identifying and appropriately recognizing
actual and perceived conflicts of interest. The clarifications and guidance provided to
Members seemed to be readily understood and welcome.
During the period covered by this report we have had the opportunity to provide written
advice in response to 3 requests for advice.
3. Complaint Investigation and Resolution
Our approach to reviewing complaints starts with a determination as to whether an
inquiry to us is within our jurisdiction, is beyond a trifling matter, is not either frivolous or
vexatious, and importantly, whether in its totality it is in the public interest to pursue. We
always look to the possibility of informal resolution in favour of formal investigation and
reporting. Once a formal investigation is commenced, the opportunity to seek informal
Page 9 of 138

Principles Integrity
resolution is not abandoned.
Where we are able to resolve a matter without concluding a formal investigation, our
practice is to provide a written explanation to the complainant to close the matter. Often
the potentially respondent Member is involved in preliminary fact-finding and will also be
provided with an explanation.
Where formal investigations commence, they are conducted under the tenets of
procedural fairness and Members are confidentially provided with the name of the
Complainant and such information as is necessary to enable them to respond to the
allegations raised. During the period covered by this report, we responded to 5 complaints
relating to respectful and appropriate interactions and relations among members of
Council.
The Township of Georgian Bluffs experienced some challenges during the year of Council’s
Term. In early 2020, following an internal investigation prompted by a staff complaint, the
Township’s CAO left. The Clerk, who had announced her imminent retirement, was asked
to assume a role acting as co-CAO sharing the function with the Treasurer. In mid-February,
arrangements were made to ‘borrow’ the County’s Director of Housing on a part-time basis,
to serve as Interim CAO to Georgian Bluffs until an executive search for a new permanent
CAO could be conducted. In August, a new permanent CAO joined Georgian Bluffs but after
only 4 weeks, he left to assume another CAO position elsewhere.
Against this backdrop of change in Township administration, challenges were playing out
on Council. On some few occasions, off-hand comments and quips thoughtlessly made
were experienced as offensive and disrespectful by individual members of Council. Because
all of the complainants and respondent were members of Council, we took the opportunity
to provide additional training to Council around good governance, role of Council and
respectful interactions. As such, we were able to resolve the complaints without need of a
public recommendation report.
Ethical Themes Around the Province:
With due regard to our obligation to maintain confidentiality, this annual report enables
us to identify learning opportunities from advice requests and investigations conducted in
a variety of municipalities.
Conflicts of Interest
One area Members frequently require additional clarification on is recognizing and
appropriately identifying conflicts of interest when they arise. These often include when
members are part of another organization or club whose interests are impacted by a
matter before Council, or when members are active professionally within the community
and a matter before Council may potentially impact one of their current or past clients.
The Municipal Conflict of Interest Act governs when elected officials are members of
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bodies (with the notion of ‘membership being fact dependent) that have a pecuniary
interest before Council, resulting in an indirect interest for the elected official triggering
obligations under the Act to declare their interest and refrain from participation. With
respect to circumstances involving past clients, a waiting period in the order of one-year is
typically used before a past client’s pecuniary interest is no longer an indirect interest.
Take-aways from the Collingwood Inquiry
The Collingwood judicial inquiry published its report, entitled “Transparency and the Public
Trust: Report of the Collingwood Judicial Inquiry,” on November 2, 2020. This Report
contains 306 recommendations relating to best practices in municipal governance.
In particular, the Report contains important discussion regarding the rules relating to
conflicts of interest applied to municipal councillors under the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act (“MCIA”), which are overly narrow, focusing only on pecuniary (i.e. monetary)
interests and relationships with a narrow class of family members for whom elected
officials are deemed to take on pecuniary interests. The Report warns against considering
“pecuniary interest” as the sole criterion in assessing whether a councillor is subject to a
conflict of interest:
…it is far too easy to misconstrue the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act as
addressing all the kinds of conflict of interest that Council members must
confront. Despite its name, the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act does not
provide a complete conflict of interest code for municipal actors. It addresses
the pecuniary interests of a narrowly defined group of family members related
to a Council member which are by virtue of the Act deemed to be pecuniary
interests of the Council member. Council members are obligated to avoid all
forms of conflicts of interest or, where that is not possible, to appropriately
disclose and otherwise address those conflicts.
As always, obtaining clear and reliable advice from the integrity commissioner can help
avoid costly and time-consuming investigations.
Respect and Non-Disparagement
Another area of prominence is the failure of some Members of Council to adhere to rules
against disparagement. Members of Council are entitled, and indeed expected to disagree
on all manner of issues. However, one of the cornerstones to democracy must be the
recognition that different opinions and perspectives are to be respected, and
disagreement should not devolve into disrespect, disparagement and name-calling.
Some Members of Council hold a view was that they are entitled to freely express their
opinion, even if that includes disparagement of others, and so long as they share it via
personal email, and not on the municipal server, they are not constrained by any rules
around decorum. This is incorrect. Members are bound by the Code provisions of
respectful and non-disparaging communication, whether sharing views on their own
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email, social media, or elsewhere.
Regardless of the medium, regardless of the intended audience, and regardless of motive,
we have observed several instances where Members of Council in municipalities around
the province have been found to have breached ethical standards by saying or recording
things they have come to regret.
Staying in Your Lane
Another area of concern that arises from time to time is members of Council overstepping
their role, attempting to ‘take the reins’ to fix a constituent’s problem, or directing staff
how to do their job. Members of Council serve an important role in putting constituents
in touch with appropriate staff, but it is important to strike the correct balance between
following the established processes and stepping in to fix the problem. Failing to recognize
this may be perceived by staff as undermining staff or interfering with their duties, and
may attract exposure for the Member and the municipality where the Member’s activities
are not in compliance with the relevant regulatory scheme (such as using mandated
personal protective equipment; following proper risk management processes; ensuring
safety for the Member, their constituents, and the general public). Equally importantly, it
interferes with the line-management routines properly established by the municipality so
that its workers have clarity in who they are to take instructions from.
Public Trust
Recent events have ushered in a new era of electronic participation in meetings, and have
challenged municipalities to respond quickly to ensure the health and safety of the
municipality, provide social distancing for staff, and ensure public transparency. Public
trust in local government rests on confidence that important decisions are subject to public
debate and that there exists a strong ethical framework. While the rules around
participation in electronic meetings have been adjusted, the safeguards around
transparency, accountability and ethical conduct remain firmly in place. To the extent
routines are changed out of necessity, municipalities should be able to explain why their
substituted processes amount to reasonable restrictions on the normal democratic rights
of their constituents and be prepared to return to regular practice as soon as practicable.
Conclusion:
We look forward to continuing to work with Members of Council and Members of Local
Boards to ensure a strong ethical framework. We embrace the opportunity to elevate
Members’ familiarity with their obligations under the Code and to respond to emerging
issues.
As always, we welcome Members’ questions and look forward to continuing to serve as
Georgian Bluff’s Integrity Commissioner.
We wish to recognize the Members of Council who are responsible for making decisions
at the local level in the public interest. It has been a privilege to assist you in your work by
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providing advice about the Code of Conduct and resolving complaints. We recognize that
public service is not easy and the ethical issues that arise can be challenging. The public
rightly demands the highest standard from those who serve them, and we congratulate
Council for its aspirational objective to strive to meet that standard.
Finally, we wish to thank the Senior Administrative Staff for their professionalism and
assistance where required. Although an Integrity Commissioner is not part of the
Township administrative hierarchy, the work of our office depends on the facilitation of
access to information and policy in order to carry out the mandate. This was done willingly
and efficiently by the staff of the Township.
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Presentation to Georgian Bluffs Council regarding
Safety of Grey Road 17B

Public Safety of Grey Road 17B
May 5th, 2021
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Why we are here
Community Safety – Plain and Simple!
▪ We are pleased to present to Georgian Bluffs council on May 5th, 2021 to discuss our upcoming proposal to reduce speed limits
of Grey Road 17B

▪ As residents of Georgian Bluffs we hope and expect the support of our elected council members ahead of a forthcoming
presentation we have with Grey County
– We recognize that speed limits on County Roads in Grey Bruce are a Grey County matter, however it is important that as
we endeavor to lower the speed limits on this road and we have the support of our Council!
– This is about Community Safety – Plain and Simple!
▪ Representing the residents on Grey Road 17B and the surrounding area are the following
▪ Russ Pierson, 107 West Street – Resident for 40 years

▪ Kevin Lind, 104 West Street – Resident for ~7 years
– As part of the lead up to this meeting, we have collected 28 signatures from the affected area, representing a 100% of the
residents who reside on this County Road, all are supportive of lowering the speed limit of Grey Road 17B
▪ Our proposal to Grey County will be to lower the speed limit on Grey Road 17B to 50km/hour
▪ Our agenda today is to discuss with you our prosposal and why it is important to the Community
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Where are we talking?
Sauble Beach &
Tobermory
Owen Sound

50
km/hr

PROPOSED
50km/hr

50
km/hr

80
km/hr

70
km/hr

80
km/hr
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What difference does it make? THE FACTS
▪

In 2020, the OPP set up traffic monitoring equipment on Grey Road 17B for the purposes of collecting volume and speed data

▪

According to the data compiled there are approximately 5,000 vehicles a day that use this stretch of Grey Road 17B

▪

Every Road in the
Area is 50 km/hr
or Lower!!

ALMOST HALF OF THE VEHICLES ARE SPEEDING EVERY DAY!!

▪

Almost every other road in this area is 40 to 50 km/hr

▪

Grey Road 17B should be no exception
▪

Heavy trucks, blind spots, blind parking lots to the Conservation Area and the Bruce trail, a significant drop in elevation
between West Street and Park Street, residences and an abundance of wildlife (Deer, Coyotes, Wild Turkeys etc.)

CURRENT TRAVEL TIMES

Sauble Beach
& Tobermory

▪ Using Grey Road 17B

Owen Sound

▪ Distance: 3.1KM
Time: 4 min

50
km/hr

▪ Using Highways 6 & 21

PROPOSED
50km/hr

▪ Distance: 3.8KM
▪ Time: 4 min

PROPOSED TRAVEL TIMES
▪ Using Grey Road 17B @ 50 km/hr
▪ Distance: 3.1KM
Time: 5 min
▪ Using Highways 6 & 21

50
km/hr

80
km/hr
70
km/hr

▪ Distance: 3.8KM

▪ Time: 4 min
80
km/hr

Lowering the Speed Limit will Encourage Motorists to use Highway 6 & 21, it’s intended use!
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Why the Speed Limit on Grey Road 17B should be Lowered!
Accident Prevention
Speeding Causes
Accidents

▪

Plain and Simple – we have approximately 5,000 cars driving along Grey Road 17B and almost 50% of them are Speeding

▪

There have been at least 6 serious accidents on this stretch requiring EMS in the last 20 years

Pottawatami
Conservation

▪

With people in the Community getting outside more during Covid we have seen increased number of hikers

▪

Blind parking lot along Grey Road 17B on the crest of a hill, often overcrowded, with cars parked along Grey Road 17B

▪

The Bruce Trail exits onto Grey Road 17B, at the crest of a large hill at a blind spot on the Escarpment, this is a risk to hikers and
motorists, especially non-local!

▪

West Street abuts Grey Road 17B at the top of the escarpment, again blinded by the escarpment on the crest of a hill, often with
little visibility or reaction time to merge with Grey 17B traffic due to the excessive speeding

▪

Due to the proximity of the conservation area, often Deer, Coyotes and flocks of Wild Turkey’s cross the road without warning or
visibility

▪

Often cars can be found in the ditch in Nicols Gully and at the corner of West Street and Grey Road 17B

▪

Motorists are speeding and not giving themselves enough time to slow down to make basic turns

▪

Significant traffic volume is from Non-Local motorists using GPS (Google Maps, Waze) to drive up to Tobermory or Sauble Beach and
use Grey Road 17B instead of Highway 6 & 21 because it’s 53 seconds faster

Bruce Trail

West Street

Wildlife

Winter Weather

Non-Local Motorists

Other Motorists

2021 Road Work
Grey Road 17B
Incoming Bike Lane

▪

Google Maps and Waze doesn’t tell their user the Bruce Trail is ahead, to watch out for wildlife, or the blind spots to West
Street or the Conservation parking lot…using Grey Road 17B helps their user get from point A to point B using algorithms to
find the fastest way to get to their destination

▪

With 2,400 motorists per day speeding on this roadway, the safety of other drivers that are also using this road is highly at risk. Why
should these responsible drivers have to face the danger of others that use this road as a speedway

▪

Upcoming road work this summer will see Grey Road 17B lanes NARROWER to accommodate a bike lane

▪

With a narrower road and increased usage from cyclists, the local running club, equestrians, dog walkers, children and Bruce Trail
hikers, only makes common sense to reduce the speed!!

Lower the Speed Limit on Grey Road 17B for the betterment of the Community!
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Why the Speed Limit on Grey Road 17B should be Lowered!
Support Local Businesses!
▪ By lowering the speed limit on Grey Road 17B, we will effectively divert traffic through commercial areas with Georgian Bluffs
along Highway 6 &21
▪ Our local businesses need all the support they can get and increasing the volume of traffic along Highway 6 & 21 will help drive
people into stores, ordering curbside pick up, buying cars or just getting a coffee and a donut…every dollar counts and every
opportunity Council has to make a impact on small businesses, while improving Community Safety should be an EASY DECISION!

Some of the Locally Owned Small Businesses and Franchises

Select Locally Owned Car Dealerships

Lower the Speed Limit on Grey Road 17B for the betterment of the Community!
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Why the Speed Limit Should be Lowered!
In Line with Community Led Initiatives with Grey & Bruce County and its Municipalities
Grey Bruce Community Safety and Well-Being Plan
▪

By-law Number 2020-137

▪

Passed December 16, 2020 in Township of Georgian Bluffs

“Given the percentage of residents who express satisfaction with these
aspects of their lives, not surprisingly many also express satisfaction
with their personal relationships and mental well-being, which are
important contributors to overall well-being. However, levels of
satisfaction among people residing in Bruce and Grey Counties are
comparatively lower for how well they feel the local government is
responding to community needs…”

Priority Risk Area – Crime Prevention

Community Perceptions
When asked which areas were of particular concern in this
category, break and enter, drug trafficking and theft were the
top areas of concern followed by intimate partner or domestic
violence and human trafficking. Several comments in the
survey mentioned concern about the road safety issues, drug
related property crimes and violence as well as the need for
greater proactive/preventative policing.

Show the Community that you are a listening!
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Why the Speed Limit Should be Lowered!
The Local Community WANTS the speed limit lowered!
▪ Local petition to have Grey Road 17B speed limits lowered were supported by 100% of its Residents

▪ Some residents are considering moving to another area because of the Speed dangers of Grey Road 17B

▪ February 2019, local resident Susan Frook nearly lost her life while walking with her dog on Grey Road 17B
▪ Tragically her dog was struck by a car and succumbed to the injuries
▪ Driver charged with careless driving
▪ At Susan’s request, two new signs were put up, only to replace old signs that were removed
▪ Speed continues, but awareness for children, dog walkers, hikers, cyclists etc has not improved
▪ The speed limit has to change and increased police presence is required to enforce it
▪ Local residents Pauline and Rick Farley write: “we have lived here since 2006 and we believe in total, there have
been at least six serious accidents requiring EMS on the 1km stretch of road between Park St. and Somers St. in
the past 20-years along Grey Road 17B ”
▪ This level of risk is unacceptable
▪ The present speed limit of 60km/hr is too fast for drivers to safely stop for the many pedestrians and other
users of the road
▪ In addition to road safety, higher vehicle speeds create significantly more noise and create noise pollution and
health problems. We operate a home business. Traffic noise has become a problem for us, affecting our sleep,
work productivity and health
▪ According to a research study in the United Kingdom, a 10km/hr reduction in vehicle speeds yields a 40%
decrease in noise levels which would greatly reduce the noise pollution in our neighbourhood
Lower the Speed Limit on Grey Road 17B for the betterment of the Community!
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When the Speed Limit Should be Lowered!
Post Road Work Construction on Grey Road 17B – Summer 2021

The behavior of motorists using this road at highway speeds has to stop. Period.
The sensible solution is to simply lower the speed limit to 50 km/hr along Grey Road 17B

With the upcoming road work in spring/summer 2021 of Grey Road 17B we think this
represents an opportune time for this proposal to take effect
Post Construction we are asking for your support and Grey County’s to lower the
speed limit to a safer level of 50km/hr

Thank you for your time and Consideration

Lower the Speed Limit on Grey Road 17B for the betterment of the Community!
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this
poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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AS a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
famiiies or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trait. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust

fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feet it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.
The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-tn road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of

noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the fast few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this
poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 krn/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Driv^-ln road)J am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this
poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, 1 feet it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or SOkm/hr. This road is the only exception, it is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area,
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property'and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-in road),I am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years.
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this
poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area. ^^ ^^k ^ ^^w^, ^ ^ ^^4^^
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Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our ~" ^''
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this
poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound, Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful piace to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.
The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018, During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.

Page 30 of 138

As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our

neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 178 in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bnjce Trait. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, t feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road)J am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed af the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound, Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr, This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to five.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-in road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, t feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr for everyone's safety.
The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. Ai! of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our

neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 178 in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this
poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
SOkm/hr. for everyone's safety.
The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
mad has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on

this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.
The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018, During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. Alt of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of

noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a propei^y and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian ^luffs (formerly known as the Drive-in road),) am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road.^For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen
Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this
poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, t feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Spnngmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are
posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful pface to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.
The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
-neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Dhve-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few yea,rs,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to schoolanc^
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no tdnger
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring couid be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. Ali of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr, at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful piace to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-In road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a resuTt'ofthe
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018, During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. Al! of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr, would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live- However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on

this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quj^t place to live. However,, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as: an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I fee! it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood^bf Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 178 and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hlkers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St, This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our

neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian. Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-in road),I am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy ^eing outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. "Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route'to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. Alt of the other roads in this area are

posted ^ either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.
The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),I am
very concerned about the volume of, traffic and the posted speed limits on

this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
SOkm/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the

extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or SOkm/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to five.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr, This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.

Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to five.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on
this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen
Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are
speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During construction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area,
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our
neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
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As a property and resident in the neighbourhood of Grey Road 17B in
Georgian Bluffs (formerly known as the Drive-ln road),! am
very concerned about the volume of traffic and the posted speed limits on

this road. For many decades, this residential neighbourhood has been a
safe and quiet place to live. However, throughout the last few years,
motorists have been using this road as an access into and out of Owen

Sound. According to data compiled by the OPP, 5000 vehicles a day are
now using Road 17B and many at excessive speeds. As a result, this

poses a significant risk to the safety of children walking to school and
families or hikers using the adjacent Bruce Trail. Many of us can no longer
enjoy being outside on our own properties because of noise and exhaust
fumes. Since the OPP are reporting that about 2400 vehicles are

speeding every day, I feel it would make sense to lower the speed limit to
50km/hr. for everyone's safety.

The current problems that we are enduring could be a result of the
extensive work that Grey County completed at the Springmount
intersection in 2018. During constmction, many motorists began to use
Grey Road 17B as an alternate route to enter Owen Sound. Hence, this
road has remained their choice. All of the other roads in this area are

posted at either 40 or 50km/hr. This road is the only exception. It is of
particular concern that it is posted at 70 km/hr. off Highway 6 and is
reduced to 60km/hr. at West St. This results in an inordinate amount of
noise for the residents in that area.
Reducing the speed limit to 50 km/hr. would once again make our

neighbourhood a safe and peaceful place to live.
^Having a four way stop at this corner where we live is just dumb.
We see people who do not stop here frequently. There have been
accidents and near accidents and at least one fatality since we moved
here in 2008.
Police presence sit on the corner from time to time and give us rude

awakenings with their car lights flashing and noise during the night.
But that doesn't realty solve the problem.
We have noticed the great increase in traffic / and a lot of big trucks,
causing a lot of noise. Also, no sidewalks or bike paths, are definite
safety concerns.

Hoping for consideration for the residents.
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;MS»t?h^5,2021

To Mayor Dwlght Burtey and Georgian Bluffs Council:
f am a resident of Georgian Bluffs and reside at 809 13th St. West. I have resided on this property for 58
years.

In February 2019,1 wrote to you with concerns around the speed/ traffic volume and lack of proper
signage on this stretch of road which extends down from 17B into the city of Owen Sound.
My family was involved in a tragic accident along this stretch of road on the evening of February 3/
2019. We were walking along the road when a vehicle forced us to jump into the snowbank so we
would not be struck by it. Tragically, our twelve- year old yellow lab was hit as he was laying beside me
in the snowbank. He succumbed to his injuries. The driver was charged with careless driving. You
addressed my concerns by putting up two new signs/ that were replicas of the old signs you removed.

These signs are still ineffective as the speed limit needs to be lowered. Traffic continues to speed past
our home and because of that speed, vehicles are often unable to maneuver the bend and end up in the
ditch or on a resident's front lawn. There are children who live in this neighbourhood and it has become

unsafe for a family to walk down that road because of the speed traffic is travelling heading to and from
17B.

Our understanding is that in a few weeks Grey County will begin construction on Grey Road 17B. The
traffic volume is already extremely heavy with tourists and locals using this road as a route in and out of
the city. The increased traffic is travelling at excessively high speeds on a road that is used by many
cyclists, bikers, walkers and children. The speed limit needs to be lowered to nothing higher than
50km/hr. and increased police presence is required to enforce it,
I hope you will listen to these repeated concerns.
Sincerely/

Susan< Frook^_^__ ^^) .„ ^
^-£-)>

809 13th St. West
Geogian Bluffs, ON

N4K 6V5
susan_frook@hotmait.com
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March 17,2021
To Whom it May Concern,

We are writing to add our support to the petition to reduce the speed limit on

m

Grey Road 17B to 50km/hr between West St. and Somers St. This is a stretch
of road with many residences and a significant hill which impedes sight lines for
motorists.

We have lived at 223177 Grey Road 17B since 2006 when we moved here
from Northern Ontario. Shortly after moving in, we joined a neighbourhood
petition to have the speed limit reduced from 80km/hr to SOkm/hr. We were
very concerned for the safety of our children when getting on and off the school

bus since we were told that there had been three serious accidents to that date
on the road between West St. and Somers St. Our petition was somewhat

successful and Grey County reduced the speed limit on the road to 60km/hr
between West St. and Somers St.

Since that time, traffic volume has increased significantly and we have
witnessed three more serious accidents on the same stretch of road. Each
time, emergency services were dispatched. We believe that in total, there
have been at least six serious accidents reauirina EMS on the 1km stretch
of road between Park St. and Somers St. in the past 20 years. Clearly, this
is a very dangerous section of highway!
This level of risk is unacceptable. Hwy 17 B passes through a residential area.
It is regularly used by local pedestrians including children, dog walkers, Bruce
Trail hikers, the local running club, cyclists and equestrians. Deer, coyotes and
flocks of turkey also frequently cross this road. It is very dangerous for

children when school busses stop, particularly at the bottom of the hill in winter.
Design Engineers know that the faster you're going, the longer it takes to stop.

The faster the impact speed in a collision, the greater the chance of death or
severe injury. The present speed limit of 60km/hr is too fast for drivers to safely
stop for the many pedestrians and other users of the road.
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We would like Grey County and Georgian Bluffs to adopt the Vision Zero
approach to highway design. Vision Zero is a strategy to eliminate alt traffic
fatalities and severe injuries. The goal of Vision Zero is to eliminate fatalities by
creating a traffic system that is as safe as possible for all users, not just
motorists.

In addition to accidents, higher vehicle speeds create significantly more noise
and create noise pollution and health problems. We operate a home business.
Traffic noise has become a problem for us, affecting our sleep, work
productivity, and health. We are seriously considering moving because of the
noise. According to research from the United Kingdom, a 10 km/h reduction in

vehicle speeds yields a 40% decrease in noise levels. Reducing the speed limit
to 50km/hr would greatly reduce the noise pollution in our neighbourhood.
The Sun Times reported on March 1, 2021 that the 17B roads projects came in
well under the set budget. These savings should be used to calm traffic on this
road. We request that other traffic calming measures, such as signage and

flashing lights be erected to warn motorists that they are entering a residential
area with a 50km/hr speed limit. Saving lives is not expensive when measured
against the costs of EMS services and the major negative impact accidents
have on people's lives.
Traffic deaths and severe accidents are avoidable. We would like the speed
limit reduced to 50km/hr between West St. and Somers St. to save lives and
decrease noise pollution.
Please prioritize your citizen's lives above speed.

Sincerely.
'\

Pauline and Rick MacLeod Farley
•r'"T
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Ministry of
Municipal Affairs
and Housing

Ministère des
Affaires municipales
et du Logement

Office of the Minister
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor
Toronto ON M7A 2J3
Tel.: 416 585-7000

Bureau du ministre
777, rue Bay, 17e étage
Toronto ON M7A 2J3
Tél. : 416 585-7000

April 27, 2021
Dear Head of Council,
As you may be aware, the Ontario government is consulting on how to strengthen
accountability for municipal council members. We want to ensure that councillors and
heads of council maintain a safe and respectful workplace and carry out their duties as
elected officials ethically and responsibly. More information on the scope of
consultations can be found at Ontario.ca.
As part of this work, my colleague Jill Dunlop, Associate Minister for Children and
Women’s Issues will be seeking input from members of council representing each of
Ontario’s municipalities through one of two hour-long telephone townhall sessions with
municipal representatives from Western Ontario’s municipalities on June 8, 2021 at 9:30
AM EDT.
This session will provide participants with the opportunity to share their valuable
feedback on:
•
•
•
•

what changes or mechanisms are needed to better hold council members
accountable for municipal code of conduct violations;
how to effectively enforce these codes
whether a broader range of penalties for violations of the codes of conduct are
needed; and
the circumstances in which these potential penalties could be applied.

Please identify one member of your council to participate in the session. Once chosen,
the one identified member of your council should register via Eventbrite by Thursday,
May 6, 2021. The registered member will receive instructions about how to participate in
the session prior to the meeting.
We have also launched an online survey to seek input on ways to strengthen
accountability mechanisms for municipal council members. I encourage members of
council and municipal staff to provide their input on this important topic through the
online survey: Consultation: Strengthening accountability for municipal council members
| Ontario.ca. This online survey will be available until July 15, 2021. Please share this
link with your municipal staff.
I hope you will accept this invitation to participate in this session, as we look forward to
hearing your feedback on how to strengthen accountability for municipal council
members.
Sincerely,

Page 55 of 138

Steve Clark
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
c:

Clerk and Chief Administrative Officers
Jill Dunlop, Associate Minister of Children and Women’s Issues
Kate Manson-Smith Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Marie-Lison Fougère, Deputy Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues
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519.376.3076
237897 Inglis Falls Road
Owen Sound, ON N4K 5N6
www.greysauble.on.ca

Protect.
Respect.
Connect.

April 28, 2021

VIA EMAIL: bdrury@georgianbluffs.ca

Ms. Brittany Drury
Township of Georgian Bluffs
177964 Grey Road 18, R.R. #3,
Owen Sound, ON
N4K 5N5

Brittany,

I am reaching out to advise the Township of some recent changes to the Conservation
Authorities Act that may affect your municipality.
As you may be aware, the Provincial Government has enacted several changes to the
Conservation Authorities Act over the past several years. Most recently, changes were
implemented through Bill 229, the “budget bill” on December 8, 2020. At that time, some
sections of the Act were proclaimed, many others still require proclamation before they are
in force and effect. On February 2, 2021, the Province proclaimed several other sections
of the Act, predominantly related to governance. Two of these changes may have an
impact on the Township’s membership on the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority Board
of Directors.
Section 14(1.1) of the Act now requires that at least 70% of the representation from any
single municipality must be comprised of municipal councillors. For all municipalities within
the Grey Sauble watershed, this effectively means that all members from each municipality
must be councillors. It is our understanding that the term “councillor” includes a mayor
and/or a deputy mayor.
Under Section 14(1.2) of the Act, a municipality may apply to the Minister to have this
percentage reduce, if the municipality desired a citizen appointee. The decision would be
at the discretion of the Minister.
Member Municipalities
Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, Town of the Blue Mountains, Township of Chatsworth, Township of Georgian Bluffs, Municipality
of Grey Highlands, Municipality of Meaford, City of Owen Sound, Town of South Bruce Peninsula
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Under Section 17(1.1), a chair or vice-chair shall hold office for a term of one year and
shall serve for no more than two consecutive terms. Previously, GSCA’s Chair and ViceChair were elected annually, but had no limit on consecutive terms.
Under Section 17(1.2), appointments must rotate amongst participating municipalities, a
member from a specific municipality cannot be appointed to succeed an outgoing chair or
vice-chair appointed by the same municipality.
Under Section 17(1.3), the Minister may grant permission to appoint a chair or vice-chair
for a term of more than one year or to hold office for more than two consecutive years or
waive the rotating provision.
This change to the Act is not ideal as it impacts the knowledge gained and the learning
curve associated with position.
We expect further proclamations and also consultations for regulations to occur within the
next few months. We will continue to communicate these changes as they happen.
I respectfully request that you please distribute this to your Council at the next available
meeting.
Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions and necessary clarifications.
Regards,

Tim Lanthier
Chief Administrative Officer

c.c.:

Mr. Dwight Burley, Mayor, GSCA Director
Ms. Cathy Moore-Coburn, Councillor, GSCA Director
Mr. Al Meneses, CAO

2
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Date: 2021-05-05
From: Kassie Rocca, Director of Finance
Subject 2021 Operating and Capital Budget
Report FIN2021-14

Recommendation
That the report from Kassie Rocca, Director of Finance, regarding the 2021 Operating
and Capital Budget be received, and
That Committee hereby approves the amendments to the 2021 draft budget as outlined
in this report, and
That staff are hereby directed to present the 2021 Sums Required By-Law, operating
and capital budgets, and the 2021 Tax Rates By-law for approval at the May 12, 2021
Council meeting.

Background
The 2021 draft budget was present to Council and the public on March 30, 2021.
The total taxes to be levied presented in the draft budget was $10,525,354, resulting in
a municipal tax rate increase of 3.46%.
When combined with the education and county tax rates, the overall tax increase
for our ratepayers was 2.5%. On the average home assessed at $289,685, the
result was an increase in taxation of $77.90.
At budget deliberations, Council directed staff to investigate additional upgrades to
Township parks and recreation facilities, specifically Centennial Park and Kemble
Community Centre.
Since the budget deliberations on March 30th, staff have been working to include the
feedback received from both Council and the public into an amended 2021 budget.
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Additional grant announcements have also been made by various levels of government
as outlined below.

Analysis
One time doubling of Gas Tax Funds
On March 25, 2021, the Federal government announced changes to the Gas Tax fund.
Bill C-25 changed the name of the fund to the Canada Building Community fund and
increased funding by $2.2 billion in 2021. Included in the draft 2021 budget was Gas
Tax funding of $332,343 to be spent on road resurfacing projects. With this one time
doubling of Gas Tax funding, the Township’s allocation for 2021 increased by $319,491.
Staff propose spending a portion of the additional funding on upgrades to the driveway
at Centennial Park. Work includes removal of the current concrete surface; work to
improve the slope of the driveway; resurfacing the driveway with asphalt; installing
guiderails along the driveway; and installing gates at the entrance to the park so that the
facility can be properly closed in the winter. Estimated cost of the project is $200,000.
An additional $10,000 of gas tax funds will be spent to replace four flag poles at parks
throughout the Township.
The remaining unspent gas tax funds, estimated to be $109,491, will be transferred into
reserves for use in 2022.
As grant funding is being used to complete the upgrade to the Centennial park driveway
and replace flag poles, there is no impact to the proposed 2021 tax levy.

Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program- Community, Culture, and Recreation
funding
On April 8, 2021, the Government of Canada announced that the Township’s grant
application under the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program was successful, and
that the Township will receive $1,242,944 from the Federal and Provincial government
to complete upgrades at the Kemble Community Centre.
Township staff are currently working to determine next steps for the Kemble Community
Centre Project. Staff will bring a report to Council detailing scope, timelines and funding
sources for the project. It is expected that the design stage of the project will commence
in 2021, with construction to start in 2022. As the budget impact for 2021 is anticipated
to be minimal, no adjustments have been made to the 2021 proposed budget for this
project.
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Organization and Compensation Review
On April 21, 2021, Council received presentations detailing the findings of the
Organization and Pay review performed by Pesce & Associates. The presentations
were received by Council and referred to staff for additional details concerning
implementation timelines, costs, etc. As of May 5th, 2021, Council has yet to approve
any changes to the Township’s organizational structure and non-union pay grids. An
open session report and update is scheduled to be presented to Council and the public
on May 12, 2021.
The 2021 draft budget included contingencies in the salaries and benefits budget for
anticipated findings from the review completed by Pesec & Associates. Staff are
working to prepare recommendations for changes to the Organizational structure and
pay grids that will have a minimal impact on the Salaries & Benefits included in the draft
2021 budget. Therefore, no changes to the draft 2021 tax levy are proposed because of
the Organization and Pay review. Approval of the budget does not approve changes to
the organizational structure or pay grids. This will be done through a separate report to
Council.
Airport Feasibility Study
A special Council meeting was scheduled for April 20, 2021 to consider the Airport
Feasibility study prepared by the Loomex Group. In consultation with the Loomex Group
and Grey County, the presentation was postponed in order to ensure the study is as
fulsome and detailed as possible. At the time this report was written, the meeting had
yet to be rescheduled.
The 2021 proposed budget included $456,000 of taxation to be spent on the Wiarton
Keppel International Airport. This figure includes taxation contributions for airport
operations, capital projects, and debt payments for the loan to purchase the airport.
Staff recommend proceeding with approval of the 2021 budget in advance of receiving
the airport feasibility study results. Approving the budget does not necessarily approve
capital investment in the airport facility. Any items costing more than $20,000 require an
RFP and Council approval to move forward. Therefore, Council can approve the 2021
draft budget and still defer any capital spending until after the Airport Feasibility results
are presented to Council.
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Tax Policies approved by Grey County
Upper tier municipalities are responsible for setting the tax policies and tax ratios for
their lower tiers. At their Committee of the Whole meeting on April 22, 2021, Grey
County Committee passed the following motion:
That Report FR-CW-12-21 regarding 2021 property tax policies be received; and
That County Council eliminate the Commercial and Industrial vacant and excess
subclass discounts with corresponding tax ratio reductions to the Commercial and
Industrial class to maintain the class-by-class balance as outlined in Report FR-CW-1221; and
That County Council adopt the remaining current 2020 tax ratios and the tax reductions
for the 2021 taxation year; and
That in the absence of Provincial Regulations for the new Small Business Property
Subclass, and the financial impact analysis required, that the new Small Business
Property Subclass be considered in a future budget year; and
That the necessary By-laws be drafted for Council’s consideration and approval.
In 2020, Commercial and Industrial properties that were deemed to be vacant or excess
land had their own subclasses and received discounts in taxation of 30% and 35%,
respectively. The vacant land subclass applied to properties that are included in either
the commercial or industrial classes as a result of zoning or planning details, but have
no assessable improvements (buildings). The excess land subclasses captured portions
of improved property that are in excess of the amount of land required to support the
improved portions of the land under municipal planning rules. Any portion that is
considered the improved portion is taxed at the full class tax rate while the excess
portion is taxed at the discounted rate. Beginning in 2017, the Province provided
flexibility for changes to the reduction percentages available for the vacant and excess
subclasses including the ability to modify the discount percentages or discontinue the
subclasses all together. The County has approved passing a by-law to eliminate the
vacant and excess land subclasses for 2021.
With the elimination of the vacant and excess land subclasses, tax burden shifts onto
the commercial and industrial tax classes as properties are now taxed at the full
commercial and industrial tax rates. To maintain approximate class level burdens, the
County has adjusted the tax ratios for commercial and industrial taxes. The intent is to
keep the total commercial and industrial taxation similar before and after the elimination
of the subclasses. The effects of these policy changes will be discussed further in the
financial impact section of this report.
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Financial Impact
The proposed tax levy for 2021 remains unchanged at $10,525,354 from the draft
budget presented to Council on March 30, 2021. Additional projects have been added to
2021 and will be funded from other revenue sources.
Elimination of the Commercial and Industrial subclasses and adjusting the Commercial
and Industrial tax ratios increases the change in the municipal tax rate over prior year
from 3.46% to 3.48%.
When combined with the education and county tax rates, the overall tax increase for our
ratepayers is 2.52%. On the average home assessed at $289,685, the results in an
increase in taxation of $78.02.

Strategic Priorities
The Township of Georgian Bluffs strives to deliver effective and cost-efficient services.
Operational excellence is promoted by the Township by focusing on fiscal responsibility.

Conclusion
Staff presented the draft budget to Council on March 30, 2021. Adjustments have been
made to the draft budget to include additional capital projects at Centennial Park and
the Kemble Community Centre. Staff recommend finalizing the 2021 budget by passing
the Sums Required by-law and Tax Rate by-law at the May 12, 2021 Council meeting.

Respectfully Submitted: Kassandra Rocca, Director of Finance / Treasurer
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Report Approval Details
Document Title:

2021 Operating and Capital Budget.docx

Attachments:
Final Approval Date:

Apr 29, 2021

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below:
Jenn Burnett, Senior Planner
Tim Lewis, Chief Building Official / By-law Enforcement Officer
Steven Dollmaier, Director of Operations
Janet Hilts, HR Manager
Brittany Drury, Clerk
Al Meneses, Chief Administrative Officer
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Date: 2021-05-05
From: Kassie Rocca, Director of Finance
Subject Elimination of Vacancy Rebate Program
Report FIN2021-15

Recommendation
That Committee hereby approves the elimination of the Vacant Unit Rebate program,
and
That a by-law to eliminate the Vacant Unit Program, be presented at the May 12th, 2021
Council meeting.

Background
Since 2001, the provincial vacancy unit rebate program has provided eligible
commercial and industrial properties the ability to apply for a 30% and 35% rebate of
property taxes, respectively. In order to receive the rebate, the property owner was
required to submit an application to the Township stating either that the entire, or a
portion of the commercial/industrial building was unused for at least 90 consecutive
days in a calendar year. As applications are only required to be submitted once
annually, it is very difficult for Township staff to verify the accuracy of the application as
the property may no longer be vacant when the application is received.
In 2017, the province completed a review of the vacancy unit rebate program in
response to municipal concerns about the appropriateness of such a rebate. As a result
of the review, the province gave local municipalities the flexibility to tailor the rebate
program to their respective needs, in coordination with the upper tier. In order to change
the program, municipalities were required to complete an online information campaign
survey. Grey County had planned to start the campaign process in 2020, but the project
was delayed due to COVID. The majority of municipalities in Ontario have already
eliminated the vacancy rebate program. Eliminating the program removes any incentive
to keeping commercial and industrial properties vacant and encourages landowners to
redevelop their properties for commercial and industrial uses. In 2020, the province
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ceased allowing rebates on the education portion of taxation, leaving only the County
and Municipal portion of taxes eligible for vacancy rebates.
In December 2020, changes to Section 364 of the Municipal Act, 2001 provided the
ability for local municipalities to pass a by-law eliminating the rebate or changing the
rules to better serve local needs without the requirement of an online campaign and
survey. Under the new rules, each local area municipality may choose to eliminate the
program, independent of the upper tier (Grey County).

Analysis
During the Grey County Treasurer’s meeting on February 19, 2021, it was
communicated that 100% of municipalities within Grey County were in agreement to
recommend the elimination of the vacancy rebate program.
At their meeting on March 25th, 2021, Grey County Council supported the elimination of
the vacancy unit rebate program and recommended that the County’s local
municipalities pass by-laws to eliminate the rebate.
Township staff support the elimination of the vacancy unit rebate program. The number
of applications received by the Township each year under the rebate programs varies
between 2-4 eligible properties. For the 2020 tax year, only two applications were
received. Of note, both properties have been applying for the vacancy rebate for the last
6+ years.

Financial Impact
For the 2020 tax year, vacancy rebates were issued totaling $3947.59. The impact to
the Township was a rebate of $2,412.22; the impact to the County was a rebate of
$1535.36; and there was no impact to the province as vacancy rebates have already
been eliminated on the education tax rate. Although the financial impact to the
Township of eliminating the vacancy rebate is minimal, the elimination of the rebate
should encourage property owners to redevelop their properties for occupancy.

Strategic Priorities
The Township of Georgian Bluffs strives to retain, expand, and attract new
businesses that support employment opportunities, promote a diversified economy,
support value-added agriculture and capitalize on the Township’s strengths, defining
natural resources, while protecting the natural environment.
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Conclusion
Township staff recommend the elimination of the vacancy unit rebate program effective
for the 2021 tax year. Elimination of the program promotes the redevelopment of vacant
commercial and industrial units.
Supporting Documents:
Appendix A: Grey County Report FR-CW-10-21 – Vacant Unit Rebate Program

Respectfully Submitted: Kassandra Rocca, Director of Finance / Treasurer
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Report Approval Details
Document Title:

Elimination of Vacancy Rebate Program.docx

Attachments:
Final Approval Date:

Apr 20, 2021

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below:
Jenn Burnett, Senior Planner
Tim Lewis, Chief Building Official / By-law Enforcement Officer
Steven Dollmaier, Director of Operations
Janet Hilts, Human Resources Manager
Brittany Drury, Clerk
Al Meneses, Chief Administrative Officer
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Committee Report
To:

Warden Hicks and Members of Grey County Council

Committee Date:

March 25, 2021

Subject / Report No:

FR-CW-10-21

Title:

Vacant Unit Rebate Program

Prepared by:

Kevin Weppler, Director of Corporate Services

Reviewed by:

Kim Wingrove, CAO

Lower Tier(s) Affected: All
Status:

Adopted as presented by Committee through Resolution
CW65-21; Endorsed by County Council CC34-21

Recommendation
1.

That Council receives Report FR-CW-10-21 regarding the Vacant Unit
Rebate Program; and

2.

That County Council supports the elimination of the Vacant Unit Rebate
Program, and recommend that all local municipalities in the County of
Grey pursue the elimination of the vacant unit rebate by passing a local
municipal by-law; and

3.

That staff circulate Report FR-CW-10-21 to local municipal councils for
their information.

Executive Summary
Since 2001, the provincial Vacant Unit Rebate program has provided eligible
commercial properties the ability to apply for a 30% rebate of the property taxes
attributable to vacant space, with eligible industrial properties receiving a 35% rebate.
While the program was originally implemented as a short-term aid to property owners in
difficult economic times, in some cases the rebate has been used over many years.
Changes to Section 364 of the Municipal Act (2001), enacted December 2020 provide
the ability for local municipalities to pass a bylaw eliminating the rebate or changing the
rules to better serve local needs.
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Background and Discussion
In 2001 the Province introduced an application-based rebate program for vacant units.
The program is prescribed by the Province in Section 364 of the Municipal Act which
states “Every local municipality shall have a program to provide tax rebates to owners of
property that have vacant portions if that property is in any of the commercial or
industrial classes.”
Currently, owners of commercial properties may apply for a 30% rebate of the property
taxes attributable to vacant space, with industrial properties receiving a 35% rebate. In
order to qualify for a rebate there are a number of eligibility requirements that must be
met, including:





the area(s) must be vacant for a minimum of 90 consecutive days;
the area(s) must be physically separated from the used portions of the building;
the business must not be seasonal in nature; and
the area(s) must be capable of being leased for immediate occupation or
undergoing renovations.

A summary of the 2019 Vacancy Rebate Program and the financial impact in Grey
County of the vacant unit program in commercial/industrial buildings is set out in the
following table:
Year
2019

Education
$83,369

Local
$123,391

County
$35,416

Total Tax Adjustment
$242,176

Source: Financial Information Returns

The vacant unit rebate program has become increasingly problematic for a number of
reasons including:




Properties remaining eligible for rebate program for years at a time or indefinitely;
Properties that have received rebates after securing assessment reductions;
The application and enforcement of eligibility criteria are difficult to administer
due to loosely defined rules and limited compliance provisions.

Beginning in 2017, the Province reviewed the vacant unit rebate and vacant/excess
land tax reduction programs. The review was initiated in response to municipal
concerns regarding the appropriateness of the lower tax level provided through these
programs and any unintended implications this may have for local economies.
As a result of this review, local municipalities were provided with flexibility to tailor the
vacancy rebate and reduction programs and how these programs function locally.
However, any changes were to be coordinated with the upper tier.

FR-CW-10-21

2

March 25, 2021

Page 70 of 138

Program Options
There were a number of options related to the Vacant Unit rebates that could be
considered:








Continue program for Commercial and/or Industrial Class
Pursue Immediate Opt-Out
Pursue a Universal Staged Phase-Out over Time
Implement a Declining Benefit Program on a Property By Property Basis
Alter Rebate Percentages
Exclude Specific Property Types
Eliminate Partial Building / Unit Rebates

The majority of municipalities in Ontario that pursued changes, made the decision to
abandon rather than reform the rebate program.
Not only are municipalities making changes to this program; but the Province has made
the decision to eliminate the vacant unit rebate program. For 2019 the percentage used
for rebates and sub-class discounts were reduced by 50% for education purposes and
will cease as of 2020.
Based on discussions with the Local Treasurers Group in the fall of 2019, it was
recommended that the County of Grey coordinate the move towards the elimination of
the Vacancy Rebate Program as it is believed that the program no longer served the
purpose for which it was created. This would have resulted in County staff proceeding
to seek comments from the business community and interested parties with respect to a
proposed change to the vacant rebate program. The vacant unit rebate program
currently benefits the Commercial and Industrial property tax classes at the same rate
as the sub-class discounts – 30% for Commercial and 35% for Industrial property tax
classes respectively. The proposed policy change would have effectively eliminated the
vacant unit rebate program in 2021.
County staff had planned to recommend to County in 2020, as part of annual tax policy
decisions, to recommend to County Council to acquire the assistance of Municipal Tax
Equity to engage and consult with stakeholders and interested parties in order to gain
feedback and input. This would have included an on-line information campaign and
survey. Once the information campaign and survey has been concluded, a future report
would have been provided to Council with a final recommendation on this matter,
accompanied by any supporting materials required to make a formal submission to the
Minister of Finance, if such submission was endorsed by County Council.
With the Covid-19 pandemic staff did not proceed with this recommendation as this did
not seem to be the appropriate time to consult with stakeholders on phasing-out the
rebate program.
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Province of Ontario, 2020 Budget Measures Act (Bill 229)
As part of the 2020 Budget Measures Act (Bill 229), the Province of Ontario introduced
a number of new flexibilities to local municipalities in regard to maintaining and
managing the Vacant Unit Rebate Program under Section 364 of the Municipal Act,
2001. These amendments came into force when Bill 229 received Royal Assent on
December 8th, 2020.
Under these new rules, local area municipalities, independent of the upper tier, may
choose to eliminate the vacant unit rebate program, maintain a program under default
rules, or may establish a program with enhanced rules that serve to meet the local
municipalities own local policy priorities or preferences.
The Budget amendments allow local municipalities to make changes, tweak, or opt-out
of having a program to provide rebates to owners of property that has vacant portions, if
the local municipality passes a by-law.

Clarification over Upper-Tier versus Local Authority
The Municipal Act has always stated that all local municipalities are required to maintain
a Vacant Unit Rebate program. There is some confusion as to authority over these
decisions due to the fact that from 2017 through 2020, the Province was encouraging
requests for special regulations to be coordinated at the upper-tier level.

Legal and Legislated Requirements
Section 364 (1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 states that every local municipality shall have
a program to provide tax rebates to owners of property that has vacant portions if that
property is in any of the commercial classes or industrial classes.
Amendments made to Section 364 of the Act with respect to the vacant unit rebate state
that a local municipality is not required to have a program to provide tax rebates to
owners of property that has vacant portions if the local municipality passes a by-law
providing that section 364(1) of the Act does not apply in the municipality (see section
364(1.1)).

Financial and Resource Implications
No financial impacts will result from adopting the recommendations contained in this
report beyond what has been budgeted in the 2021 budget. If the elimination of the
vacant unit program is supported by local municipalities, this would eliminate the
application of any 2021 taxation rebates in the 2022 budget year.
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Based on vacant unit rebates reported in the 2019 Financial Information Returns, the
County cost of the vacant unit rebate program was $35,416.
County staff in consultation with Local Municipal Finance staff are in support of the
elimination of the vacant unit rebate program and recommend that all local
municipalities in the County of Grey pursue the elimination of the vacant unit rebate via
a local municipal by-law.

Relevant Consultation
☐

Internal (list)

☒

External (list) Local Treasurers Group and Municipal Tax Equity

Appendices and Attachments
Township of Southgate Resolution No. 2021-076 - Vacancy Tax Rebate Support
Resolution
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Date: 2021-05-05
From: Brittany Drury, Clerk
Subject Routine Disclosure Policy ADMIN-03-2021
Report LEG2021-13

Recommendation
That report LEG2021-13, Routine Disclosure Policy, be received, and
That Committee hereby endorse the practice of routine and active disclosure in
provision of non-confidential Township records, and
That Routine Disclosure Policy ADMIN-03-2021, is hereby approved.

Background
The Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 1990 (MFIPPA),
establishes regulations for the protection of personal information and provision of
information and records to the general public. MFIPPA establishes fundamental
principles of said protections and provision, being:
1. Individuals have a right of access to municipal records, and
2. Protection of personal privacy - by establishing rules on how municipal
institutions must manage personal information and provides individuals with a
right of access to their personal information.
Privacy and MFIPPA violations are governed by the Information and Privacy
Commissioner of Ontario (IPC). The IPC, in coordination with MFIPPA, has defined
routine and active dissemination as general best practices, encouraging access as the
default standard.
The Township is dedicated to identifying efficient and cost-effective ways to provide the
public with greater access to information. In improving transparency and access to
information at the Township, staff have created and appended Routine Disclosure
Policy ADMIN-03-2021, for Committee’s consideration.
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Analysis
Per the regulations of MFIPPA, access to records is subject to the Freedom of
Information process, in which members of the public may apply and remit a fee to
access Township records. Routine disclosure, removes the formality of access to
certain records, thereby increasing transparency and availability of information to the
public. Routine disclosure of records will only apply to those identified in Appendix A to
the attached policy and will not apply to disclosure of any type of personal information.
Access to records which are not covered in the routine disclosure guidelines, will remain
subject to a formal Freedom of Information (FOI) request.
The purpose of this policy is to enhance access to records and information, make the
public aware of their rights to access information, simplify access where possible and
reallocate Freedom of Information resources to complex requests. The Township is
dedicated to implementing a culture of openness through this program and is
encouraging a more open and responsive relationship between the Township and the
public it serves.
Access to information throughout the Province, Georgian Bluffs inclusive, is provided via
three avenues, as follows:
1. Active Dissemination
Active Dissemination is the practice of the release of government records in the
absence of a request. These types of records are released proactively and
usually include general records or statistics. An example of active dissemination
is information provided on the Township website, including Council and
Committee agendas and minutes. The Township is actively working to expand
the information provided via active dissemination on the Township website. Said
expansion will be driven by the records management capital project proposed in
the 2021 Budget.
2. Routine Disclosure
Routine Disclosure is the routine or automatic release of certain types of
administrative and operational records in response to informal, rather than formal
requests under MFIPPA, where mandatory or discretionary exemptions would
not apply. Having a Routine Disclosure Policy in place ensures that there is a
balance between the ease of access to information and the protection of privacy
and confidential information. The Township is committed to and is required to
continue adherence to the requirements of MFIPPA in respect of exemptions to
disclosure of personal information, third-party information, and other confidential
information.
3. Freedom of Information Requests
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Records that do not qualify for Active Dissemination or Routine Disclosure are
required to be formally requested through the FOI process and are governed by
MFIPPA. Freedom of Information requests are evaluated on a case-by-case
basis and are administered by the Clerks Department.
Where records do not require a formal FOI request, the Township has been providing
access via a routine disclosure process. The Township is required to report FOI
statistics to the IPC on an annual basis. On average, the Township administers between
2 and 5 requests per year:
Year

2017

2018

2019

2020

# of requests

2

1

5

2

Approval of the policy, as attached to this report, will simplify disclosure processes, and
provided guidance to staff regarding which records may be disclosed, and those which
may not.
Building Drawings and Plans
As defined in Section 3 of the attached policy, residential building plans and drawings
are subject to routine disclosure. Disclosure of these records will only apply to drawings
received post 2020 and where no written objection to disclosure has been received from
the applicant. Effective immediately, applicants will be clearly advised of public
disclosure of building permit information, including plans, to ensure disclosure intentions
are appropriately communicated. As reflective in the policy, should an applicant object
to said disclosure, they will be provided an opportunity to do so, with provided
justification. Said objection will be reviewed by staff upon receipt. As also included in the
policy, written objection does not guarantee non-disclosure.
Routine disclosure of residential plans will apply to records received post 2020, as
applications received prior to 2021 pre-date existence of the policy, and were not
provided the opportunity to object.
While routine disclosure of building drawings and plans is often debated amongst
records managers, and is inconsistently practiced throughout the Province, MFIPPA
provides right of access to Township records, including those related to building. The
IPC has consistently ruled that residential building drawings do not qualify as an
exemption to public disclosure in MFIPPA, therefore are public documents. As a point of
clarity, all drawings are subject to the Copyright Act, therefore are required to be
stamped prior to provision to the public.
Commercial building plans are not subject to routine disclosure, as commercial plans
are exempt per Section 8 (i) of MFIPPA, being that disclosure of said record may:
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i)

endanger the security of a building or the security of a vehicle carrying items,
or of a system or procedure established for the protection of items, for which
protection is reasonably required.

Disclosure of any plans, other than those applicable to wholly residential units, will be
subject to a Freedom of Information request.
As also included in the Routine Disclosure Policy, staff retain the right to refuse routine
disclosure of any document, therefore triggering the FOI process. Said refusal will be
coordinated with the Clerks Department, therefore ensuring privacy is maintained
throughout the disclosure process. The policy clearly outlines what constitutes personal
information, therefore providing clear guidance to staff when making records routinely
available. Section 5 of the policy reads as follows:
Section 5 – Personal Information
5.1

As a guideline, any personal information of an identifiable individual cannot be
released or disclosed. The following are examples of personal information:


5.2

Name, address, postal code, phone number, and email address of an
identifiable individual, including that of the property owner, applicant, builder,
and designers when they are not a business or company.
 Copies of the signature of any person.
 Building Code Act Orders may contain personal information and such
information shall not be included on the posted copy.
Information that is not considered personal and that can be released or
disclosed, include:









The name, address, postal code, phone numbers, email address of
companies, including the property owner, applicant, builder, and designers,
provided they are a business or company. Please be sure this information
relates to a business and/or company and not to an identifiable individual.
Application and permit numbers.
Date of application and permit issuance.
Project information such as: building number, street name, lot and concession
number, postal code, plan number, area of work and estimated construction
value.
Roll number of a property.
Dates of declarations on application forms.
Residential Building plans disclosed in accordance with Section 3.

Staff are dedicated to maintaining openness in the disclosure process, while ensuring
protection of personal information.
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Financial Impact
There is no anticipated financial impact to approval of this report, appended policy and
recommendations contained therein.

Strategic Priorities
The recommendation as included in this report achieves the first strategic goal, Improve
Communication, Collaboration and Transparency, as included in the 2020-2024
Township of Georgian Bluffs Strategic Plan.

Conclusion
The Township is dedicated to identifying efficient and cost-effective ways to provide the
public with greater access to information. In improving transparency and access to
information at the Township, staff have created and appended Routine Disclosure
Policy ADMIN-03-2021, for Committee’s consideration.

Supporting Documents:
Appendix A: Routine Disclosure Policy ADMIN-03-2021
Appendix B: Forms: Routine Disclosure Request, Copyright Acknowledgement

Respectfully Submitted: Brittany Drury, Clerk
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Report Approval Details
Document Title:
Attachments:

Final Approval Date:

LEG2021-13 - Routine Disclosure Policy .docx
- ADMIN-03-2021 - Routine Disclosure.docx
- Form ADMIN-03-2021 - Routine Disclosure
Request.pdf
- Form ADMIN-03-2021 - Copyright
Acknowledgement.docx
Apr 29, 2021

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below:
Jenn Burnett, Senior Planner
Tim Lewis, Chief Building Official / By-law Enforcement Officer
Janet Hilts, HR Manager
Steven Dollmaier, Director of Operations
Kassandra Rocca, Director of Finance / Treasurer
Al Meneses, Chief Administrative Officer
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Policy ADMIN-03-2021
Routine Disclosure
Implemented: May 5, 2021
Review Date: May 2023
References and Related Documents:


Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 1990



Municipal Act, 2001

Policy Statement
Routine Disclosure of information is a process that supports government transparency
and accountability, principles held paramount to the Township of Georgian Bluffs and
other governing legislation such the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, 1990 (MFIPPA) and the Municipal Act, 2001.
This policy achieves the first strategic goal of ‘Improve Communication, Collaboration
and Transparency’ as included in the 2020-2024 Strategic Plan.

Purpose and Scope
To improve public accessibility to records and information and support improved
transparency, this policy will establish principles and procedures, for releasing certain
types of records and information without requiring the submission of a formal Freedom
of Information (FOI) request. The policy will identify to public and staff, the records and
information that may be requested and disclosed routinely. It will also identify records
and information that could be regularly and actively shared with the public.
This policy, and the processes therein, will be applicable to any Township record,
except confidential materials, personal information or records or information subject to
the mandatory or discretionary exemptions in as defined in the Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 1990.

Definitions
Active Dissemination: periodic release or publication of government records and
information.
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Confidential information: any information that is of a personal nature to the Township,
employees or clients, or information that is not available to the public and that, if
disclosed, could result in loss or damage to the Corporation.
Freedom of Information (FOI): a formal written request made under the Municipal
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 1990.
Personal Information: As defined in the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act, 1990, shall mean recorded information about an identifiable
individual, including,
(a) information relating to the race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, age, sex,
sexual orientation or marital or family status of the individual,
(b) information relating to the education or the medical, psychiatric, psychological,
criminal or employment history of the individual or information relating to financial
transactions in which the individual has been involved,
(c) any identifying number, symbol or other particular assigned to the individual,
(d) the address, telephone number, fingerprints or blood type of the individual,
(e) the personal opinions or views of the individual except if they relate to another
individual,
(f) correspondence sent to an institution by the individual that is implicitly or explicitly of a
private or confidential nature, and replies to that correspondence that would reveal
the contents of the original correspondence,
(g) the views or opinions of another individual about the individual, and
(h) the individual’s name if it appears with other personal information relating to the
individual or where the disclosure of the name would reveal other personal
information about the individual.
Responsible Department: the department, division, or service area which holds
custody and control of the original records for the length of time required under the
retention schedule.
Routine Disclosure: the routine or automatic release of certain records and information
in response to informal requests.
Third Party Information: personal information of a person other than the requester or
scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour relations information supplied in
confidence by someone other than the requester or the Township of Georgian Bluffs.

Policy Requirements
Section 1 – Procedures
ADMIN-03-2021

Page 2 of 11

Page 81 of 138

1.1

Records or information identified in ‘Appendix A’ will be provided or made
available to the public or any requestor according to the noted conditions for
releasing the information by the department/division responsible for those
records. Records can be provided upon request or actively disclosed as
appropriate.

1.2

Access to Township information and records will, wherever possible, be made
through the Township’s website, orally, through media releases, social media,
newspapers, or in person.

1.3

Requests for information shall be in writing, through completion of appended
form ADMIN-03-2021.

1.4

If an individual requests records or information pertaining to themselves, staff
shall confirm their identity through photo ID prior to releasing the records. Staff
may release information to an authorized agent of the individual, provided
authorization is received in writing.

1.5

A staff member must be present at all times when a requestor is viewing the
original record. Requestors may not retain the original but may request copies of
all or a portion of a record.

1.6

Fees shall be charged for reproduction of records released under routine
disclosure in accordance with the existing Fees and Charges By-law. Where the
request is deemed voluminous in nature, a deposit may be requested.

1.7

One copy of records under copyright may be released under this Policy, provided
the records are stamped as a copy and the requestor is informed that the full
provisions of the Copyright Act apply to the use and reproduction of the records.

Section 2 – Building Records
2.1

Building and Planning documents may routinely be made available, subject to the
conditions included in ‘Appendix A’.

2.2

All wholly residential building plans and drawings submitted prior to 2021 shall be
disclosed to the property owner or their agent, only. Where no objection has
been received to disclosure of plans or drawings received in 2021 and following,
the drawings shall be disclosed routinely, subject to copyright laws and redaction
of personal information.

2.3

Should an applicant object to disclosure of Building plans and drawings, said
applicant must submit a notice of non-disclosure to the Township, in writing,
within 20 days of submission of documents. The written notice of objection must
include reasons for non-disclosure and be forwarded to the attention of the

ADMIN-03-2021

Page 3 of 11

Page 82 of 138

Building Department. Notice of non-disclosure does not guarantee withholding of
plans.
2.4

Routine disclosure does not apply to requests where buildings of high security or
significant importance are involved such as banks, police stations, public, private
schools and municipal offices without the written consent of the building owner.

2.5

Where access is requested to building records and permit drawings for a nonresidential building, only the following individuals will be considered:







2.6

an owner of the property that is the subject of the request,
a director of the management company responsible for the building on behalf
of a property owner,
any person who has the written consent of a property owner or the
management company,
Council Members – in these cases, written request the Clerk,
in the case of a Town-owned building, the Clerk, and
an officer of the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC).

Routine disclosure of site and drainage plans of any building and all building
plans related to signs shall be provided without the consent of the property owner
or property manager.

Section 3 – Refusal of Routine Disclosure
3.1

This policy does not apply to records or information subject to the mandatory or
discretionary exemptions of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act, 1990.

3.2

Records or information identified in ‘Appendix A’ will be provided or made
available to the public or to any requester according to the noted conditions for
releasing records. Records can be provided on request or actively disseminated
as appropriate.

3.3

No records containing personal information will be disclosed to anyone other
than the individual to whom the information pertains. If an individual requests
records or information about another individual, these requests must be made
through a formal Freedom of Information (FOI) request.

3.4

If a request for routine disclosure is denied, staff must communicate so with the
requesting party. Where routine access is denied, a formal Freedom of
Information (FOI) request may be required.

3.5

All formal Freedom of Information (FOI) requests shall be directed to the Clerk or
their designate.
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Section 4 – Responsibilities of Staff
4.1

Routine access requests are to be handled by the responsible department.

4.2

Each department will utilize the attached schedule (Appendix A) to identify
records for routine disclosure or active dissemination.

4.3

Where staff are providing access to records subject to Copyright laws, they shall
ensure said record is stamped as a ‘copy’, and that ‘Disclosure of Copyright
Form’, as appended to this policy is signed by the applicant.

4.4

Responses to requests for records made under this policy will be acknowledged
in a reasonable timeframe in accordance with corporate standards. Requests will
be completed in a reasonable timeframe as determined by staff workload.

4.5

If staff receive a request for records and are unsure of whether the record can be
released, they shall consult the Clerk’s Office for clarification, prior to releasing
any information.

4.6

Routine disclosure of information and records is supported by the Township and
the IPC. Except as provided in this Policy, staff shall not provide any personal
information of any identifiable individual to anyone making such a request.

Section 5 – Personal Information
5.1

As a guideline, any personal information of an identifiable individual cannot be
released or disclosed. The following are examples of personal information:




5.2

Name, address, postal code, phone number, and email address of an
identifiable individual, including that of the property owner, applicant, builder,
and designers when they are not a business or company.
Copies of the signature of any person.
Building Code Act Orders may contain personal information and such
information shall not be included on the posted copy.

Information that is not considered personal and that can be released or
disclosed, include:





The name, address, postal code, phone numbers, email address of
companies, including the property owner, applicant, builder, and designers,
provided they are a business or company. Please be sure this information
relates to a business and/or company and not to an identifiable individual.
Application and permit numbers.
Date of application and permit issuance.
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Project information such as: building number, street name, lot and concession
number, postal code, plan number, area of work and estimated construction
value.
Roll number of a property.
Dates of declarations on application forms.
Residential Building plans disclosed in accordance with Section 3.

Monitoring and Review
The Clerk’s Department is responsible for the administration and maintenance of this
policy, including a detailed review every 2 years.
Appendix A – Routine Disclosure of Records
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Appendix A – Routine Disclosure of Records
Information included in this list may be disclosed in the absence of a formal Freedom of Information (FOI) request,
following the conditions noted. If a requestor is asking for records that are excluded in the conditions, the requestor shall
submit a formal Freedom of Information (FOI) request.

Type of Record
Agendas of Council, Committee of
Council or any Local Board or
Committee of either of them.
Assessment Rolls

Responsible Department(s)

Notes / Conditions to release

Clerk

Excludes closed session materials.

Finance

Ownership information can be viewed
at the Municipal Office but is not
provided over the phone to the
public. Information is provided to
government or law enforcement
organizations upon request.

Agreements and Contracts
Note: any agreement / contract enacted by by-law is a public document and accessible via routine disclosure.
Subdivision, Site Plan and
Planning and Building
Excludes draft agreements. Signed
Encroachment
and approved agreements are
provided.
Human Resources Documents
Human Resources
Excludes draft agreements and
individual employment contracts.
Contracts and Agreements with
Unions are provided.
Leases
Clerks
No condition.
Audit Reports
ADMIN-03-2021
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Bids and Tenders (including RFP and
unofficial and official results)
Budgets – Operating and Capital
By-laws
Corporate Policies and Procedures
Corporate structure / Organizational
Charts
Expenses (including Council and
Departmental)
Emergency Plan
Freedom of Information Requests

Advertising department

Excludes confidential information.

Finance
Clerk
Applicable department
Human Resources

No condition.
No condition.
No condition.
No condition.

Finance

No condition.

Clerk
Clerk

Licences
Minutes of Council, Committee of
Council or any Local Board or
Committee of either of them.
Permits (including Building, Signs,
Trailers, Entrance)

Clerk
Clerk

Excludes confidential appendices.
Excludes confidential or personal
information.
No condition.
Excludes closed session materials.

Building, Operations

Approved permits are released.

Planning Applications

Planning

Permit application forms are released
to property owner or their
representative. Permit application
forms with information of owner
removed are released upon request.
Applications are released, as all
collected information informs the
public planning process.
Formal comments from internal
departments or external agencies
can be provided on request

Plans and Drawings
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Building Plans

Building

Plans submitted prior to 2021:
Released to property owner or their
representative. Copyright Act applies
Plans submitted in 2021 and beyond:
released where no objection has
been received to disclosure of
drawings.
Commercial development plans are
released to property owner or their
representative. Copyright Act applies
Copies are provided on request.
Copyright Act applies to some
drawings and plans
Copies are provided on request.
Copyright Act applies to some
drawings and plans.
Copies are provided on request.
Copyright Act applies to some
drawings and plans.
No conditions.

Construction specifications and
drawings for Roads, Sewer,
Watermain, Bridges, etc.
Site Plans and related information

Building, Planning, Operations

Site servicing and grading.

Building, Operations

Subdivision Plans

Planning

Receipts
Salary Information

Applicable department
Human Resources

Provided to account holder.
Includes salary grids. Excludes
personal information.

Reports
Staff
Building Inspection

Applicable Department
Building

Excludes closed session materials.
Released to property owner or
representative only.
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Property Standards Inspections

Right of Way Inspections
(Including Roads, Sidewalk, Lights,
Traffic Lights, Crosswalks)

Released to property owner or
representative only.

Operations

Upon calling of the Property
Standards Committee, certain
records may form a part of the public
meeting agenda, at the discretion of
the Clerk or their designate.
Shared with municipal insurer as
needed.
May be publicly shared, at the
discretion of the Director of
Operations.

Taxes
Statement of Account
Tax Certificate

Finance
Finance

Provided to the property owner only.
Excluding personal information.

Statement of taxes paid

Finance

Copies may be provided to legal
representatives of owners and buyers
to facilitate sales and purchases of
property throughout the Township.
Provided to the property owner only.

Voters’ List

Clerk

Water – Annual Quality Reports

Operations

ADMIN-03-2021
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Form AMIN-03-2021

Township of Georgian Bluffs
Routine Disclosure

Date: ______________________
Address of Property: ______________________________
A. Applicant Information
Applicant is Owner
Applicant is authorized agent of Owner
Other: __________________________
Corporation or partnership (if applicable): ___________________________
Last name:_____________________

First Name:__________________________

Mailing address: _____________________________________
Unit Number:____________________ Municipality: __________________________
Postal Code: ____________________ Province:_________________________
Email: ________________________

Phone number: ________________________

B. Fees
Fees applicable to photocopying and administering of documents may apply, as defined
in the recognized Fees and Charges By-law.
Fee total: ________________

Initial of applicant: _______________

C. Records Requested
Building Services
Inspection Reports

Reports

Permits

Survey

Drawings and Plans

Other:

Property file review
1
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Planning Services
Documents, correspondence

Reports

Applications, agreements

Circulation details

Notice of hearings

Drawings

Comments

Other:

Operations / Roads
Approved site servicing and
grading plans

Other:

As constructed plans and
profiles
Approved construction plans

If your record is not listed, please list below:

Building records provided are copies of those on file at the Township of Georgian Bluffs.
The Township disclaims any liability as to the accuracy of the contents of the building
plans as provided and would recommend that you contact the Engineer(s), Architect(s),
Surveyor(s) and/or Designer(s) noted on the building plans to confirm accuracy if you
intend to rely on them for any reason. Please note that plans are subject to the
provisions of the Copyright Act.
Collection of Personal Information Personal information is being collected and will be
used for the purposes of verifying ownership of the property and responding to
requests.
Personal information, as defined by Section 2 of the Municipal Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA), is collected under the authority of the Municipal
Act, 2001, and in accordance with the provisions of MFIPPA. If you have questions
about the collection, use or disclosure of this personal information please contact the
Township Clerk.
Alternate formats of this document are available as per the Accessibility for Ontarians
with Disabilities Act by contacting the Township Clerk.
2
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Form AMIN-03-2021

Township of Georgian Bluffs
Copyright Acknowledgement

Pursuant to the federal Copyright Act, Section 32.1(1) (a), disclosure of a record
pursuant to the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act – is not
a violation of copyright. An applicant may receive one copy of a plan, survey or drawing
covered by copyright, however, the applicant is then bound by copyright (Section 32.1
(2)) and cannot make further copies of the plan, survey or drawing or use it as
documentary evidence in a separate submission to the municipality without permission
of the holder of the copyright. Accordingly, pursuant to the above noted Acts, we are
permitted to provide you with a copy of the plan, survey or drawing for the address
noted below, but subsequent use of the copy is restricted by copyright.
______________________________________________________________________
Street #
Street Name
Municipality
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the above Copyright
notification and that I will abide by the Copyright Act.
Name: ____________________________
Signature: __________________________
Date: ____________________________

1
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Date: 2021-05-05
From: Brittany Drury, Clerk
Subject Amendments to Procedure By-law 2019-125
Report LEG2021-14

Recommendation
That report LEG2021-14, regarding amendments to Township Procedure By-law 2019125 be received, and
That a by-law to enact the amendments to Township Procedure By-law 2019-125, as
included in this report, be presented for enactment at the May 12, 2021 Council
meeting.

Background
At their meeting on November 20, 2019, Council enacted Procedure By-law 2019-125,
thereby repealing all previous and amending by-laws.
The COVID-19 pandemic introduced amendments to meeting procedures, largely
associated with implementation of electronic meetings. Throughout 2020, Council
enacted the following by-laws, triggering amendments to Procedure By-law 2019-125:


April 1, 2020 – Council enacted By-law 2020-035, to amend Township Procedure
By-law 2019-125, to permit electronic participation in Council meetings during an
emergency period, in response to the Municipal Emergency Act, 2020. As
indicated in said By-law, electronic participation measures only applied to Council
meetings, and therefore did not extend to Local Boards or Committees of
Council.



June 3, 2020 – Council enacted By-law 2020-054, to extend electronic meeting
provisions to permit emergency electronic participation in Committee and Local
Board meetings, and further that said meetings would commence at 4:00 p.m.



June 17, 2020 – Council enacted By-law 2020-065, to adopt Policy COU-012020 – Closed Session Policy.
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October 7, 2020 – Council enacted the following, to permit electronic participation
in meetings, beyond a declared emergency, further to Bill 197, COVID Economic
Recovery Act, 2020:
o By-law 2020-100 – to adopt Electronic Participation Policy COU-02-2020.
o By-law 2020-101- to amend Procedure By-law 2019-125, to permit
electronic participation in all meetings of Council, Local Boards or
Committees of either of them, in periods of a declared emergency and
those outside a declared emergency, as included in Bill 197, COVID-19
Economic Recovery Act, 2020.

A consolidated version of Procedure By-law 2019-125, incorporating all amendments as
included above, has been attached to this report as Appendix A.

Analysis
In continuing to identify internal efficiencies, staff have reviewed and updated the
Township Procedure By-law, as attached. Upon review, the following amendments are
suggested:
Section 11 – Closed Session
Section 11 has been updated to include all closed meeting exemptions under Section
239 of the Municipal Act, 2001. Further, a reference to the Township Closed Session
Policy has been added as item 11.10. As members now receive confidential materials
electronically, item 11.9 has been amended accordingly.
Section 12 – Electronic Participation
Included per By-law 2021-101, to permit electronic participation in all meetings of
Council, Local Boards or Committees of either of them, in periods of a declared
emergency and those outside a declared emergency, as included in Bill 197, COVID-19
Economic Recovery Act, 2020.
For clarity, this is not a proposed amendment, as By-law 2021-101 received approval of
Council on October 7, 2020. This section has been added simply for Committee’s
information.
Section 20 – Presentations
Section 20 is proposed to be removed. Differentiating presentations and delegations is
mundane, given the only determining factor is whether the speaker will incorporate a
PowerPoint presentation while submitting their comments. It is recommended that
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presentations be removed, and all speakers appear before Council or Committee as a
delegation.
Section 21 – Delegations
Item 21.5 has been added to permit calling of a special meeting to consider delegations
on a certain matter, where more than 10 registrations have been received. For example,
in considering the Wiarton Keppel International Airport public meeting, a special
meeting was called as 25 speakers registered with the Clerk to participate.
Section 22 – Consent
Currently, resolutions received from municipalities throughout the Province are placed
on the Consent Agenda for Council’s information. Amendments are proposed to
circulate said resolutions via email to Members, rather than placed on a Consent
Agenda. In circulating these motions via email, any Member or the CAO may request
that any motion be added to an agenda for consideration of Council. This practice is
consistent with those of other municipalities across the Province, including neighbouring
Townships.
Section 23 – Correspondence and Petitions
Section 23 has been amended to include ‘Petitions’ and provide clarity regarding
legibility and appropriate content of said documents.
Section 27 – Notice of Motion
Added to reflect current practice.
Section 31 – Taking the Vote
Item 31.2 has been added to permit any Member to request that a vote be called, or that
the Chair ‘call the question’ in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order.
All proposed amendments simply achieve greater internal efficiencies in administering
Council and Committee meetings and are in line with current practices.

Financial Impact
There is no financial impact to approval of this report and the recommendations
contained herein.

Strategic Priorities
The recommendation as included in this report achieves the fifth strategic goal, Deliver
Effective and Cost-Efficient Services, as included in the 2020-2024 Township of
Georgian Bluffs Strategic Plan.
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Conclusion
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, Council amended the Township Procedure Bylaw on multiple occasions to permit electronic participation in Township meetings. Minor
administrative amendments, as outlined in this report, are proposed to increase internal
efficiencies. A consolidated version of Procedure By-law 2019-125 is attached for
Committee’s consideration, including all proposed amendments. It is recommended that
a by-law to enact all included amendments be presented at the May 12, 2021 meeting
of Council.
Appendix A – Consolidated Procedure By-law 2019-125

Respectfully Submitted: Brittany Drury, Clerk
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Report Approval Details
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Jenn Burnett, Senior Planner
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The Corporation of the Township of Georgian Bluffs
By-law Number 2019-125
Being a By-law to govern the proceedings of Council and Committees, and to repeal Bylaws 2017-091 and 2017-106.
Whereas Section 238 (2) of the Municipal Act, R.S.O. 2001, as amended requires that
every municipality and local Board shall pass a Procedure By-law for governing the
calling, place and proceedings of meetings; and
Whereas it is desirable to provide rules for the conducting of public business at the
meetings of the Township of Georgian Bluffs;
Now Therefore the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Georgian Bluffs
enacts as follows:

Part I – Interpretation
1.

Short Title
1.1

2.

Purpose
2.1

3.

This by-law shall be known as “The Procedure By-law”.

The purpose of this by-law is to govern the calling, place and proceedings
of meetings.

Principles
3.1

This by-law sets out processes that are open, transparent and
accountable to the public. In the context of Council proceedings, these
principles are accomplished by:
a)
b)

c)

3.2

The principles of parliamentary law governing Council Meetings include:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

4.

Ensuring the decision-making process is understood by the public
and other stakeholders;
Providing access to information and opportunities for input by the
public and other stakeholders consistent with the requirements of
this by-law and other statutory requirements; and
Exercising and respecting individual and collective roles and
responsibilities provided for in this Procedure By-law and other
statutory requirements.

The majority of Members have the right to decide;
The minority of Members have the right to be heard;
All Members have the right to information to help make decisions,
unless otherwise prevented by law;
All Members have a right to an efficient meeting;
All Members have the right to be treated with respect and courtesy;
and,
All Members have equal rights, privileges and obligations.

Definitions
4.1

In this By-law:

1
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“Ad Hoc Committee” means a special purpose committee of limited
duration, created by Council to inquire and report on a particular matter or
concern, and which dissolves automatically upon submitting its final
report, unless otherwise directed by Council.
“Advisory Committee” means a committee comprised of one or more
Members of Council and/or members of the public appointed by Council
for a specific purpose or mandate.
“CAO” means the Chief Administrative Officer of the Township.
“Chair” means the Mayor or the presiding officer of a meeting.
“Clerk” means the Clerk of the Township of Georgian Bluffs or his or her
designate.
“Closed Session” means that portion of a meeting closed to the public in
accordance with Section 239 (2) of the Municipal Act and as defined in
Section 11 of this by-law.
“Committee of the Whole” means Council sitting as a committee generally
once per month where:
a)

b)

Members consider and debate matters for recommendation to
Council in an environment that is procedurally more relaxed than
the formal Council meeting.
Motions adopted therein are not deemed to represent the final
decision of Council until confirmed by resolution or by-law of
Council.

“Committee Recommendation” means a motion passed by a committee
during a committee meeting and recommended for adoption by Council.
"Consent Agenda" means a list of items on the Agenda, all of which may
be adopted by one motion of Council or Committee, but any of which may
be transferred to the regular agenda for consideration upon the request of
a Member;
“Council” means the elected and sworn Members of Council of the
Township of Georgian Bluffs.
“Defer”, when used in connection with a matter or item before Council or a
committee, means that the said matter or item is to be dealt with later in
the same meeting, or at the next meeting of the same body, or at the
meeting of the same body that is specified in the motion to defer.
“Delegation” means a person intending to address Council or committee
on a matter where a decision of Council may be required (may also be
referred to as deputation).
“Deputy Mayor” means the Deputy Head of Council.
“Local Board” means a local board established or exercising any power
under any Act with respect to the affairs or purposes of one or more
municipalities but does not include the Township of Georgian Bluffs Police
Services Board, a Public Library Board or a Conservation Board.
“Mayor” means the Mayor as Head of Council, or in the absence of the
Mayor, the Deputy Mayor or, in the absence of both, another Member of
Council appointed by Council.

2
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“Member” means a Member of Council or committee, and includes the
Mayor and Deputy Mayor.
“Municipal Act” means the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25.
“Notice” means notice that includes the time and place of a meeting and,
in the instance of a special meeting, shall include the purpose of the
meeting and whether the meeting was called by the Mayor or upon
petition.
“Notice of Motion” means notice, including the name of the mover,
advising Council that the motion described therein will be brought at a
subsequent meeting.
“Point of Order” means a Member calling attention to:
a)
b)
c)
d)

any breach of the rules of order pursuant to this Procedure By-law;
or
the use of improper offensive or abusive language; or
notice of the fact that the matter under discussion is not within the
scope of the proposed motion; or
any other informality or irregularity in the proceedings of the
meeting.

“Point of Personal Privilege” means a Member calling attention to a matter
relating to:
a)
b)

c)

statements challenging the integrity of Council, committee or
individual Members; or
an individual Member (e.g. statements made during the meeting
naming that Member specifically, comments regarding a Member’s
character, an incorrect record of a Member’s participation in a
meeting contained in minutes approved in a Member’s absence); or
the rights and privileges of Council or committee (e.g. the accuracy
of published reports of its proceedings; the conduct of its officers,
employees or visitors; the comfort of Members with respect to
heating, ventilation, lighting, noise).

“Presentation” means the verbal and/or visual provision of information to
Council by an individual, community group or organization.
“Public Hearing” means a public meeting of Council or Committee of the
Whole, or that portion of a meeting of Council or Committee of the Whole
which is convened to hear matters pursuant to and as required by:
a)
b)
c)

the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13;
any other Act; or
a resolution or by-law of Council.

“Quorum” means a majority (more than half) of the whole number of
Members of Council or a Committee except where a Member has or
Members have declared a pecuniary interest pursuant to the Municipal
Conflict of Interest Act, the quorum may be less than half plus one of the
whole number of Members but shall not be less than two.
“Refer”, when used in connection with a matter or item before Council or a
committee, means that the said matter or item is referred to the body or
person named in the motion to refer, for further consideration and action.
“Recorded Vote” means a written record of the name and vote of each
Member on a motion or question conducted by the Clerk.
“Rules of Procedure” means the rules and regulations provided in this bylaw.
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5.

Application
5.1

This by-law applies to all meetings of Council and committees.

5.2

Notwithstanding Section 5.1, Council may by resolution or by-law allow a
board or committee to establish its own procedures.

5.3

Notwithstanding Section 5.1, the rules and regulations contained in this
by-law may be suspended by a vote of two-thirds of the Members present
and voting.

5.4

In the event of conflict between the provisions of this by-law and the
Municipal Act or any other legislation, the provisions of the legislation shall
prevail.

5.5

If there is a conflict between two or more rules in this by-law, or if there is
no specific rule on a matter, the Chair will rule. In making a ruling, the
Chair may consult the Clerk, rely on previous rulings and practices, or
refer to Robert’s Rules of Order.

5.6

Cover page, headings and table of contents are included for ease of
reference only and are not to be used as interpretation aids.

5.7

Specific references to laws in this by-law are meant to refer to the current
laws applicable within the Province of Ontario as at the time the by-law
was enacted, as they are amended from time to time. In all cases, the
reference includes the statute, as amended from time to time, including
successors.

Part II – Meetings
6.

First Meeting
6.1

7.

The Inaugural Meeting of Council after a regular election shall be held on
the Wednesday following the first day of the Council term of office as
established by the Municipal Elections Act, and the meeting shall be held
at 75:00 pm.

Regular Meetings
7.1

Regular meetings of Council and committees shall be held at the Council
chambers at the township offices, except as may be determined by
Council resolution from time to time or in accordance with the Township
Electronic Participation Policy.

7.2

Regular meetings of Council shall be held on the first and third
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Regular meetings of Council shall
be held in accordance with the approved annual meeting calendar.

7.3

In the fall of the preceding year the Clerk shall submit a schedule of
Council and committee meetings to Council for approval.

7.4

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, Council may, by resolution,
dispense with or alter the date and time of a regular meeting of Council or
any committee.

7.5

The Mayor or the Chair of a committee, prior to a regularly scheduled
meeting, may cancel the meeting due to inclement weather, a matter of
respect or a lack of corporate business requiring immediate attention.
a)

Where a statutory public meeting has been scheduled as part of a
regular meeting that has been cancelled, every reasonable effort
shall be made to conduct the meeting.
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b)

8.

9.

In the event of a cancelled statutory public meeting, Staff shall
make every effort to give notice of the cancellation to interested
parties and the public as soon as is practicable via either
telephone or e-mail or the Township website or radio or any other
method, as well as the date of re-scheduling.

Special Meetings
8.1

The Mayor may at any time summon a special meeting of Council or
Committee of the Whole.

8.2

The Clerk shall summon a special meeting upon receipt of a petition of the
majority of Council Members for the purpose and at the time and date
mentioned in the petition.

8.3

No business shall be considered at a special meeting of Council or
Committee of the Whole except that for which the meeting was called,
except by unanimous consent of the Members present at such special
meeting.

8.4

In either of 8.1 or 8.2, the Special Meeting shall be held no sooner than 24
hours following the Mayor’s summons or receipt of the petition, as the
case may be, and that the Clerk shall provide notice of a special meeting
immediately following receipt of the summons or petition.

8.5

Notwithstanding the requirements set out in Section 8.3, and the notice
requirements set out in Section 9.3, in the event of a bona fide
emergency, the meeting may be held as soon as practicable following
receipt of the summons or petition, as the case may be, and notice may
be given by telephone, fax, email or personal contact as determined by
the Clerk.

Notice of Meetings
9.1

Notice of a Council or committee meeting is deemed to have been given
to a Member if the agenda is:
a)
b)

delivered by electronic mail, or
because of technological failure, delivered personally or left at the
usual place of residence or business of the Member.

9.2

Public Notice of all meetings shall be given by notification of future
meetings in previous agendas, and posting the agenda on the Township
website at least 2 business days prior to the meeting.

9.3

In the case of a special meeting called in accordance with Section 8.1 or
8.2 of this by-law, notice shall be given by delivering the agenda to
Members in accordance with Section 9.1, and posting of the agenda on
the Township website, as soon as is practicable after date and time of the
special meeting has been established and any other notice that is
permitted within the timeframe shall be given.

9.4

The notice for a special meeting shall specify the purpose for which the
meeting is convened.

9.5

Where a statutory public meeting under the Municipal Act, the Planning
Act, the Development Charges Act or any other Act as scheduled for a
cancelled meeting under Section 7.5, the public Notice will indicate that
the public meeting shall be held at the next regular meeting of Council or
the Committee and any notice requirements shall be deemed to have
been complied with the public meeting shall be rescheduled in accordance
with notice requirements under said Act(s).
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10.

Actions in Public
10.1

11.

Except as provided in this by-law, all meetings shall be open to the public.

Closed Session
11.1

Council or a committee may meet in Closed Session if the following
subject matters are being considered:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

i)

j)

k)

11.2

b)

the meeting is held for the purpose of educating or training the
Members; and
at the meeting, no Member discusses or otherwise deals with any
matter in a way that materially advances the business or decisionmaking of Council, Local Board or committee.

A meeting shall be closed to the public if the subject matter relates to
a)

b)

11.4

a trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, financial or
labour relations information, supplied in confidence to the
municipality or local board, which, if disclosed, could reasonably be
expected to prejudice significantly the competitive position or
interfere significantly with the contractual or other negotiations of a
person, group of persons, or organization.
a trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial or financial
information that belongs to the municipality or local board and has
monetary value or potential monetary value.
a position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to
any negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of
the municipality or local board.

A meeting of Council or a committee may be closed to the public if the
following conditions are both satisfied:
a)

11.3

the security of the property of the municipality or Local Board;
personal matters about an identifiable individual, including
municipal and Local Board employees;
a proposed or pending acquisition of land for municipal or Local
Board purposes;
labour relations or employee negotiations;
litigation or potential litigation, including matters before
administrative tribunals affecting the municipality or Local Board;
the receiving of advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege,
including communications necessary for that purpose;
a matter in respect of which a council, board, committee or other
body has authorized a meeting to be closed under another Act.
information explicitly supplied in confidence to the municipality or
local board by Canada, a province or territory or a Crown agency of
any of them;

the consideration of a request under the Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act if Council is the head of
an institution for the purposes of that Act, or
an ongoing investigation respecting the Township, a Local Board or
a Township-controlled corporation by the Ombudsman appointed
under the Ombudsman Act, an Ombudsman referred to in
subsection 223.13 (1) of the Municipal Act, or the investigator
referred to in subsection 239.2 (1) of the Municipal Act.

Before holding a meeting or part of a meeting that is to be closed to the
public, Council or committee shall state by resolution:
a)

the fact of the holding of the Closed Session and the general nature
of the matter to be considered at the closed meeting; or
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b)

c)

11.5

in the case of a meeting under Section 11.3 of this by-law, the fact
of the holding of a Closed Session, the general nature of its
subject-matter and that it is to be closed under that Section.
any persons other than a Member and staff authorized to attend the
closed meeting.

No meeting shall be closed to the public during the taking of a vote,
a)
b)

unless Section 11.2 or 11.3 permits or requires a meeting to be
closed to the public; and
the vote is for a procedural matter or for giving directions or
instructions to officers, employees or agents for Council, or
committee or persons retained by or under contract with the
municipality.

11.6

The rules of Council shall be observed in Closed Sessions as far as may
be applicable.

11.7

A majority of the voting Members of Council shall constitute a quorum of
Council for the Closed Session.

11.8

No Member or other person attending a Closed Session shall release a
confidential report considered at a Closed Session, or discuss the content
of such a report with persons other than Members of Council, or municipal
staff members and/or agents of Council concerned with the report, without
the authorization of Council.

11.9

Members of Council will not be permitted to take the confidential
information away from the meeting at which it has been provided.
Members of Council may take notes in Closed Session in handwritten
format only. Any notes taken by Council Members in Closed Session will
be given to the Clerk at the end of the Closed Session. These notes will
be destroyed by the Clerk. Members shall not be permitted to record
proceedings of a Closed Session. The Clerk may require that copies of
at a closed session regarding confidential matters related to an individual
employee shall be collected by the Clerk and destroyed.

11.10 All closed meetings shall be held in accordance with the Township Closed
Session Policy.
12.

Electronic Participation (By-law 2020-101)
12.1

Electronic participation is permitted in all meetings of Council, Local
Boards or Committees of either of them, in periods of a declared
emergency and those outside a declared emergency, further to Electronic
Participation Policy COU-02-2020.

12.2

Notwithstanding point a) above, members shall not be permitted to
participate electronically in the Inaugural Meeting of Council.

12.3

A member of Council, a Local Board or a Committee of either of them who
is participating electronically in a meeting shall be counted in determining
quorum.

12.4

Electronic participation shall be permitted in closed meeting discussions.

12.5

All electronic meeting procedures shall be determined to be as defined in
Electronic Participation Policy COU-02-2020, as amended from time to
time.
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Part III – Roles and Responsibilities
132.

Chair
132.1 The Chair of the meeting is responsible for:
a)
b)
c)
d)

e)
f)

g)
h)
i)
j)

k)

l)
m)
n)

o)
p)

143.

presiding at all meetings;
putting to a vote on all motions which are duly moved and
seconded, and to announce the result of the vote;
declining to put to a vote any motion which contravenes this
Procedure By-law;
enforcing the rules of order in this Procedure By-law and decorum
among the Members and attendees/audience members of the
public;
enforcing order and good behaviour of all Members in accordance
with the Rules of Procedure when engaged in debate;
when a Member persists, following several reminders, in breaching
the Rules of Procedure and disrupting the business of Council,
ordering the Member to vacate the Council chambers for the
duration of the meeting;
ensuring that all Members who wish to speak on a motion have
spoken;
ensuring clarity, where required, by reading, or requesting the Clerk
to read, motions before voting;
voting on all matters unless prohibited by law;
deciding all questions of order at the meeting, subject to an appeal
by any Member on any question of order in respect to business
before Council;
maintaining, throughout the duration of a meeting, a list containing
the names of the Members and public attendees who wish to speak
to an item on the agenda;
adjourning the meeting without the question put, in the case of
grave disorder arising in the meeting room;
adjourning the meeting when the business of the meeting has
concluded;
executing, by his/her signature when necessary, all by-laws,
resolutions and minutes of a meeting and other required
documents;
representing and supporting Council, declaring its will, and implicitly
obeying its decisions in all matters; and
respecting the confidentiality of matters discussed in Closed
Sessions and not disclosing the subject or substance of these
discussions unless authorized to do so.

Members
143.1 The Members are responsible for, where applicable:
a)
b)

c)
d)

e)
f)
g)

attending scheduled meetings;
carefully considering and making decisions about meeting
business, including seeking information and advice from staff prior
to and during a meeting;
respecting and following the rules of order, the Chair’s final ruling,
and Council’s decision;
participating in a meeting and not interrupting, unless to raise a
Point of Order or Point of Personal Privilege, as set out in Section
343 of this by-law;
voting on all matters unless prohibited by law;
advising the Chair or Clerk of any absences; and
respecting the confidentiality of matters discussed in Closed
Session and not disclosing the subject or substance of these
discussions unless authorized to do so.

143.2 No Member shall:
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a)
b)
c)

d)

e)

use offensive words or unparliamentary language in or against
Council or against any member of staff or the public;
speak on any subject other than the subject in debate;
criticize any decision of Council or continue to debate the matter
after it has been decided, except for the purpose of moving that the
question be reconsidered;
disobey the Rules of Procedure or a decision of the Chair or of
Council on questions of order or practice or upon the interpretation
of the rules of Council;
disclose any information that is deemed to be confidential pursuant
to the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy
Act.

143.3 Where a Member persists in any disobedience of the Rules of Procedure
after having been called to order by the Chair, the Chair shall forthwith put
the question, no amendment, adjournment or debate being allowed, “that
such Member be ordered to leave his/her seat for the duration of the
meeting of Council”, but if the Member apologizes he/shethey may be
permitted to retake his/hertheir seat.
154.

Clerk
14.1

The Clerk or Deputy Clerk shall be present at all meetings of Council.

14.2

The Clerk or the Clerk’s designate shall be responsible for the
management and coordination of meeting agendas and related
resolutions, by-laws, minutes, correspondence and records, and allow for
public access to the same in accordance with the Municipal Act, the
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, and other
pertinent legislation.

Part IV – Council Meeting Procedures
165.

Agendas
165.1 The agendas shall be considered Notice of meetings as provided in
Section 9.
165.2 Any Member, committee appointed by Council, or municipal staff may,
prior to the preparation of the agenda, file in writing, by fax, by email or
personal phone call, with the Clerk, an item for inclusion on the agenda.
165.3 Items for inclusion on an agenda must be received by Thursday of the
week preceding the scheduled meeting.
165.4.

176.

Items of an urgent nature may be placed on an addendum/addenda
to the agenda if the items are received by the Clerk after the agenda has
been published. The addendum/addenda shall be added to Council
agenda for approval at the meeting as per Section 176.3. The motion to
approve the addendum/addenda shall be one motion.

Order of Business
176.1 The general order of business on a regular Council agenda shall be as
follows:
1.

Call to Order

2.

Additions to the Agenda/Adoption of Agenda

3.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

4.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting

5.

Announcements
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6.

Public Hearings

7.

Presentations

9.8.

Consent Agenda

10.9. Consideration of Matters Separated from Consent Agenda
11.10. Correspondence
12.11. Committee Reports
13.12. Staff Reports
14.13. Public Question Period
15.14. By-laws
16.15. Unfinished Business
16.

New Business

17.

Notice of Motion

18.

Closed Session

19.

Confirming By-law

20.

Date of Next Regular Meeting/Adjournment

176.2 The business shall, in all cases, be taken up in the order in which it stands
on the agenda, unless a change in order is moved and agreed to by a
majority vote.
176.3 Additions to the agenda are discouraged, but shall be permitted for items
of an urgent nature, with a two thirds majority vote.
187.

Commencement of Meeting
187.1 At the hour set for the meeting, or as soon thereafter as a Quorum is
present, the Mayor or in the Mayor’s absence the Deputy Mayor, shall
take the Chair and call the Members to order.
187.2 In case neither the Mayor nor the Deputy Mayor is in attendance within 30
minutes after the hour appointed, and subject to a quorum being present,
Council shall appoint an acting Mayor who shall call the meeting to order
and shall preside over the meeting until the arrival of the Mayor or Deputy
Mayor, and all proceedings of such meeting shall be deemed to be
regular, and in full force and effect.
187.3 If a quorum is not present 30 minutes after the time appointed for the
meeting, the Clerk shall record the names of the Members present at the
expiration of such time and announce that Council shall then stand
adjourned until the next meeting, unless a special meeting is called in the
meantime.
187.4 Subject to provisions under the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act, if at any
meeting the number of Members is reduced to less than the number
required for a Quorum, Council shall stand adjourned.
187.5 Any unfinished business remaining at the time of the adjournment, due to
the loss of the Quorum, shall be considered at the next regular meeting, or
it shall be placed on the agenda for a special meeting called for the
purpose of dealing with the unfinished items.

198.

Announcements
198.1 Members may present community and municipal related announcements
when called upon by the Chair.
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198.2 A member of the public who wishes an announcement to be made at a
Council meeting must make the request in writing to the Clerk by
Thursday of the week preceding the meeting.
a)
b)

It shall be the decision of the Clerk, in consultation with the Mayor,
whether the announcement will be included on the agenda.
The announcement may be made at the meeting by the requesting
member of the public, or the Mayor, or a Member of Council.

2019. Public Hearings
2019.1
If a Public Hearing is required by any Act, it shall be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of this section.
2019.2
No more than two (2) Public Hearings shall be scheduled for any
Council or Committee of the Whole meeting.
2019.3
The procedure by which the Public Hearing will be conducted or by
which public input will be obtained shall be as follows:
a)
b)
c)
d)

e)

f)

g)
h)
i)
j)

k)

the Chair shall declare the hearing on the matter open;
the Clerk shall provide information regarding publication of notice of
the Public Hearing;
the administration shall present a report on the matter under
consideration including the administration recommendations;
if it is a hearing that involves an applicant, the applicant shall be
given an opportunity to make representations on the matter under
consideration;
after the applicant, any person or group of persons or
spokesperson acting on behalf of another person or group shall be
given an opportunity to make representations on the matter under
consideration;
if it is a hearing that involves an applicant, at the conclusion of the
speakers, the applicant shall be given an opportunity to respond to
the representations of other people;
Council may request further information from administration;
Council shall formally receive all communications and written
reports submitted to it on the subject matter of the hearing;
the Chair shall declare the hearing closed;
Council shall consider the matter and at the conclusion of the
deliberations, and when appropriate and necessary, council shall
vote on the by-law or resolution in accordance with the procedures
contained in this by-law;
a hearing may be adjourned to a certain date;

20.

Presentations

211.

Delegations
211.1 Any person may, by written notice to the Clerk, request an opportunity to
address the Members of Council on any matter within the jurisdiction of
the Township.
a)

Every request to be a Delegation shall be received by the Clerk by
Thursday of the week preceding the meeting, and shall include the
complete name, address, telephone number, and/or email address,
of the person requesting the opportunity to be a Delegation, as well
as the reasons for the delegation, and, if applicable, the name,
address and telephone number of any person, corporation or
organization represented.

211.2 It shall be the decision of the Clerk, in consultation with the Mayor,
whether a Delegation will be included on an agenda.

11
By-law 2019-125

Page 112 of 138

211.3 Delegations shall be encouraged to appear before a committee rather
than before Council.
211.4 Delegations shall be limited to three (3) per meeting, unless delegations
have been invited to address a specific matter. The Clerk may make a
determination as to the deferral of a delegation to a subsequent meeting.
21.5

Where a particular matter is expected to generate a large number of
delegations (namely, ten (10) delegations or more), the council may pass
a resolution to hold a special meeting in order to afford all delegations an
opportunity to address the committee.

211.65
a)
b)
c)
d)

No delegation shall:
speak disrespectfully of any person;
use offensive words or unparliamentary language;
speak on any subject other than the subject for which he or she
received approval to address; or
disobey the rules of order or a decision of the Chair.

211.76
Delegations shall be limited in speaking to not more than ten
minutes, unless Council has, by majority vote, extended the time given to
the speaker.
211.87
Members may ask questions of the Delegation, but shall not
engage in debate with same.
211.98
For Delegations regarding matters listed elsewhere on the agenda,
Council may, by majority vote, bring the matter forward to be dealt with at
the same time as the Delegation.
21.1021.9
Delegations regarding matters not listed on the agenda shall be
received for information, or received and referred to staff for report to be
considered at a future meeting, or received and referred to a committee
for further discussion.
211.110
Delegations not listed on the agenda or wishing to address Council
without prior approval shall indicate to the Clerk their desire to speak, and
may be heard if permitted by majority vote.
222.

Consent Agenda
222.1 Items on the Consent Agenda shall include, but are not limited to:
a)
b)
c)
d)

Monthly Accounts report,
Correspondence for Council’s information,
Resolutions from other municipalities,
Minutes of other committees and boards not requiring adoption by
Council

222.2 When the Consent Agenda is called, Members may request that any item
be pulled for further discussion and/or direction. Items on the Consent
Agenda shall be dealt with by a single resolution, minus any items pulled.
22.3

Any correspondence received from municipalities and local boards
requesting endorsement or consideration of a resolution shall:
a)

be circulated to each member of the council and as directed by the
CAO and Clerk;

b)

be placed on the agenda for a meeting of the council or committee,
only at the request of a member of the council or the CAO; and
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c)
233.

be responded to by the Clerk, advising that the correspondence
has been received.

Correspondence and Petitions
233.1 Any person may request to have correspondence or a petition added to a
Council agenda on any matter within the jurisdiction of the Township.
233.2 Every written correspondence or petition addressed to Council shall be
delivered to the Clerk no later than Thursday of the week preceding the
meeting.
233.3 Every item of correspondence and every petition to be presented to the
council shall be legibly written or printed and shall not contain any
obscene or improper matter or language and shall be signed by at least
one person and filed with the Clerk. The Clerk shall not accept any
correspondence or petition that contains any obscene or improper
language, as determined by the Clerk in consultation with the Mayor.
Written correspondence must be legible, including a clear statement of purpose
and at least one person’s contact information.
23.5

24.

25.

26.

Anonymous correspondence will not be acknowledged, circulated, or
placed on an agenda. If in the opinion of the Clerk, correspondence
contains any obscene or improper material or language, the Clerk may
decide that the correspondence not be included in the agenda.

Committee Reports
24.1

Minutes of Committee of the Whole and other committees reporting to
Council shall be presented to Council. The minutes and committee
recommendations shall be approved by resolution.

24.2

At the request of any Member, any recommendation of Committee of the
Whole or other committee may be discussed prior to voting on the
approving resolution.

24.3

After the minutes of each meeting of the committee have been approved
by Council, the minutes shall be signed by the Chair.

Public Question Period
25.1

During public question period, any member of the public may ask a
question, except a matter that has been dealt with in a Closed Session.

25.2

The maximum time allocated for each speaker during public question
period shall be five (5) minutes, unless, by majority vote, Council agrees to
extend that time limit.

25.3

Any member of the public asking a question during public question period
shall first state their name for the meeting record and succinctly state the
question related to the decision or recommendation made at that meeting.

25.4

Any matter raised during public question period, which requires a decision
of Council, and which does not pertain to a matter on the agenda for that
meeting, shall be Deferred to a future meeting, in order to provide public
notice that such a decision is being considered.

By-laws
26.1

No by-law except a by-law to confirm the proceedings of Council shall be
presented to Council unless the subject matter thereof has been
considered and approved by Council, through adoption of a committee
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recommendation or staff report recommendation, and a full copy of the bylaw has been attached to the agenda.

27.

28.

26.2

Notwithstanding Section 26.1, by-laws of a purely administrative nature,
such as appointment of officials required for enforcement of other by-laws
or legislation, may be considered without previous report or
recommendation. The Clerk, in consultation with the CAO and the Mayor,
shall determine where this circumstance is appropriate.

26.3

Every by-law presented to Council shall have three readings.

26.3

Every by-law shall be introduced by a motion.

26.4

Every by-law enacted by Council shall be numbered and dated and shall
be signed by the Mayor and Clerk, sealed with the seal of the corporation,
engrossed in the by-law book and deposited for safe keeping.

26.5

Council shall enact a by-law to confirm all actions taken by Council.

Notice of Motion
27.1

Any member may request the Clerk to include a motion on an agenda for
a meeting no later than 4:30 p.m. on the Thursday of the week preceding
a meeting at which the motion is to be introduced.

27.2

Any member may provide notice of motion at a meeting of Council or
Committee for consideration at the subsequent meeting.

Adjournment
287.1 Council shall stand adjourned at 10:30 p.m. whether or not the business is
concluded. Upon a vote of the majority of the Members present, the
meeting may be extended to no later than 11:00 p.m.
287.2 All motions called in pursuance of the agenda and not disposed of shall be
placed on the agenda for the next meeting unless otherwise decided by
Council.

Part V – Rules of Debate
298.

Speaking at Meetings
298.1 Every Member, prior to speaking to any matter or motion, shall ask leave
of the Chair to so speak.
298.2 When a Member is speaking, no other Member shall pass between him
and the Chair or interrupt the Member speaking except to raise a Point of
Order or Personal Privilege.

3029. Motions and Amendments
3029.1
After a motion has been moved and seconded, and placed under
the direction of the Chair, it shall be considered to be in the possession of
Council but may be withdrawn with the support of a majority of Council.
3029.2
Every motion as herein provided when duly moved and seconded
shall be read by the Chair in the precise form in which it was introduced
and in which it will be recorded in the Minutes and the question shall then
be open for discussion and consideration.
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3029.3
Prior to a question being voted on, each Member present in the
chambers shall take their seat in respect of the vote unless they have
declared a pecuniary interest pursuant to the Municipal Conflict of Interest
Act.
3029.4
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
3029.5
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Every motion shall be in writing except motions:
to approve the agenda or the amended agenda
to defer;
to refer;
to call the question;
to suspend the rules;
any other procedural motion; and
to adjourn.
A motion to amend when duly moved and seconded:
shall receive disposition of Council before the original question;
shall not be amended more than twice before voting;
shall be relevant to the question to be received;
shall not be received proposing a direct negative to the question;
may propose a separate and distinct disposition of a question; and
may propose to separate two or more components contained in the
original question.

3029.6
After a question is deemed to be finally put by the Chair, no
Member shall speak to the motion nor shall any other motion be made
until after the vote is taken and the result has been declared.
3029.7
The decision of the Chair as to whether the question has been
finally put shall be final, except on appeal by any Member, upon which the
decision of a majority of Council shall be conclusive.
3029.8
Any Member may require any motion to be repeated from the Chair
prior to the voting on such motion.
3029.9
Any motion regarding an item not listed on the agenda shall be in
the form of a notice of motion for a subsequent meeting. This provision
may be waived with a two-thirds majority vote in favour of considering the
motion.
310.

Taking the Vote
310.1 The manner of determining the decision of Council on a motion shall be by
show of hands, or in accordance with the Township Electronic
Participation Policy.
310.2 If a Member moved that the vote be now taken (call the question) and
another Member seconds it, the same shall be put without debate and if
carried, the motion or amendment under discussion shall be immediately
submitted to Council without further discussion.If a Member moved that
the vote be now taken (call the question) and another Member seconds it,
the same shall be put without debate and if carried, the motion or
amendment under discussion shall be immediately submitted to Council
without further discussion.
310.3 When the motion under consideration contains two or more propositions,
the same shall, at the request of any Member of Council, be put
separately.
310.4 Every Member who is present at the meeting at the time of the vote, shall
vote, unless disqualified by reason of interest or otherwise. A failure to
vote shall be deemed to be a negative vote.
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310.5 The Chair, except where disqualified to vote by reason of interest or
otherwise, may vote with the other Members on all questions.
310.6 The Chair shall declare the vote on all motions and should his/hertheir
declaration be stated by any Member to be in doubt, the Chair shall
require the vote to be retaken and the results of this vote shall be final.
310.7 Except as otherwise provided in the Municipal Act, every Member shall
have one vote.
310.8 No vote shall be taken by ballot or by any other method of secret voting
and every vote so taken is of no effect.
310.9 Any question on which there is a tie vote shall be deemed to be lost,
except where otherwise provided by any Act.
321.

Recorded Vote
321.1 Where a vote is taken for any purpose and a Member requests
immediately prior or immediately subsequent to the taking of the vote that
the vote be recorded, each Member present, except a Member who is
disqualified from voting by reason of interest or otherwise, shall announce
their vote openly and the Clerk shall record each vote.
321.2 Any failure to vote by a Member who is present at the meeting at the time
of the vote and who is qualified to vote shall be deemed to be a negative
vote.
321.3 The names of those who vote for and those who vote against the question
shall be entered in the Minutes. Each Member voting for the question
shall say “for” and each Member voting against the question shall say
“against”.
321.4 When recording the “for” votes and the “against” votes, the Clerk shall call
the names of the Members and before the results of the vote are
announced by the Chair, the Clerk shall, if requested, read the vote so
taken.

332.

Reconsideration
332.1 Any motion except a motion to refer, to amend, to table, to postpone
indefinitely or to set a specific day or to adjourn may be reconsidered
subject to the provisions contained in this section.
332.2 No discussion of the main question or the motion to reconsider the main
question shall be allowed unless and until Council shall have voted to
reconsider the same, but the Member who gives the notice may have the
privilege of stating their reasons for doing so.
332.3 A motion to reconsider a decision of Council, within twelve (12) months
shall have a vote of two thirds of the whole Council.
332.4 No motion to reconsider shall be considered more than once during the
same meeting.
332.5 No motion to reconsider shall be considered more than twice.
332.6 A motion to reconsider a decision of Council at a future meeting shall be
made by Notice of Motion.

343.

Points of Order and Privilege
343.1 The Chair of a meeting shall preserve order and decide questions of order
and privilege.
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343.2 A Member may raise a Point of Order or a Point of Personal Privilege.
343.3 When a Member raises a Point of Order or a Point of Personal Privilege:
a)

b)
c)

d)
e)

354.

the Member shall ask leave of the Chair to raise the Point of Order
or a Point of Personal Privilege and, after leave is granted, the
Member shall state the Point of Order or a Point of Personal
Privilege to the chair,
the Chair shall decide the Point of Order or a Point of Personal
Privilege,
thereafter, a Member shall only address the Chair for the purpose
of appealing the Chair's decision to Council or committee in which
the Point of Order or a Point of Personal Privilege was raised,
if no Member appeals the decision of the Chair, the Chair’s decision
shall be final, and
if there is an appeal to Council or committee, the Chair shall
immediately take a vote to sustain the Chair’s decision, without
debate, and the decision shall be final.

Absenteeism and Leave of Absence
354.1 All Members will endeavor to provide substantive notice of absence from
meetings to the Mayor and Clerk at least fort-eight (48) hours, if possible,
to the commencement of the meeting from which the Member shall be
absent.
354.2 Where a Member is absent from meetings of Council for three successive
months without being authorized to do so by a resolution of Council, the
office of that Member shall be declared to become vacant and procedures
as set out in Section 263 of the Municipal Act, shall apply.

365.

Minutes
365.1 The Clerk or designate shall prepare minutes of all meetings, including
Closed Session, which shall record:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

The place, date and time of meeting,
The name of the Chair and vice-Chair, or co-Chairs, and the
attendance of the Members,
The name of the recording secretary and senior staff present,
The resolutions, directions, decisions, and other proceedings of the
meeting, without note or comment, and
The time of adjournment.

365.2 The minutes of each meeting of Council shall be presented to Council at
the next regular meeting for approval.
365.3 Notwithstanding Subsection 365.2 above, if the meeting of Council is less
than five (5) days prior to a regular meeting of Council, the minutes may
be presented to the meeting of Council at the next following regular
meeting for approval.
365.4 After the minutes of each meeting of Council have been approved by
Council, the minutes shall be signed by the Mayor and Clerk.
365.5 The minutes of each meeting of a standing committee shall be presented
to Council at the next regular meeting for approval of the
recommendations therein and receipt of the minutes.
365.6 The Clerk or designate shall act as the recording secretary for Council and
Committee of the Whole meetings, including Public Hearings.

17
By-law 2019-125

Page 118 of 138

Part VI - Committees
376.

Committee of the Whole
376.1 Regular meetings of Committee of the Whole shall be held in accordance
with the approved annual meeting calendar.Committee of the Whole shall
meet once per month, generally the second Wednesday of the month, at
7:00 pm, or in accordance with the schedule adopted by Council.
376.2 The Mayor shall be the Chair of Committee of the Whole.
376.3 The Order of Business of Committee of the Whole shall be as follows:
1.

Call to Order

2.

Additions to the Agenda/Adoption of Agenda

3.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

4.

Public Hearings
5.

Presentations

6.5.

Delegations

7.6.

Correspondence

8.7.

Reports and RecommendationsStaff Reports

9.8.

Public Question Period

10.9. Unfinished Business
10.

New Business

11.

Notice of Motion

12.

Closed Session

13.

Date of Next Regular Meeting/Adjournment

376.4 Recommendations of Committee of the Whole shall be in writing and shall
have a mover and a seconder, but shall not be in force until adopted at a
subsequent Council meeting.
376.5 The rules governing the procedures for Council shall be observed by
Committee of the Whole insofar as applicable.
387.

Other Committees
387.1 Council may, by resolution, establish committees, including Ad-Hoc or
Advisory Committees, which shall advise Council on matters assigned or
referred to them by Council.
387.2 Each committee shall elect a Chair and shall meet as per the schedule
adopted by Council, or as otherwise adopted by Council by resolution.
387.3 A quorum for a committee shall be a majority of those appointed to the
committee by Council.
387.4 The rules governing the procedures for Council shall be observed in all
committees insofar as applicable, with the exception that motions need
only a mover and not a seconder. Motions are required to conduct
committee business.
387.5 Motions and recommendations made by committees shall not be in force
until adopted at a subsequent Council meeting.
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387.6 The Order of Business of committees shall be determined by each
committee, but at least shall include:
1.

Call to Order

2.

Additions to the Agenda/Adoption of Agenda

2.3.

Minutes of Previous Meetings

3.4.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

4.5.

Delegations

6.

Reports and RecommendationsStaff Reports

5.7.

Public Question Period

6.8.

Closed Session

7.9.

Adjournment

387.7 A committee which refuses or neglects to give due consideration to any
matter assigned to it or before it may, by Council resolution, be discharged
of such responsibility.
387.8 Each committee is subject to the control and direction of Council.
387.9 Each committee shall record minutes on all matters connected with their
duties or referred to them by Council.
387.10

The Clerk or designate shall act as secretary to committees.

Part VII - Accessibility
398.

Accessibility
398.1 All agendas, documents and minutes shall be prepared in a machine
readable, sans serif font of at least 12 points, and alternative formats of
agendas, documents and minutes shall be made available upon request.

Part VIII - Repeal
4039. Repeal
4039.1

By-law 2017-091 and By-law 2017-106 are hereby repealed.

Read a first and second time this 20th day of November, 2019.
Read a third time and finally passed this 20th day of November, 2019.

___________________________
Original Signed by Mayor Dwight Burley

Original Signed by Clerk, Wendi Hunter
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Date: 2021-05-05
From: Steven Dollmaier, Director of Operations
Subject: Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Plan
Report: OPS2021-21

Recommendation
That report OPS2021-21 Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Plan be
received; and
That GSS Engineering Consultants Ltd. be retained, at the cost of $167,800.00
excluding HST to prepare a Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Plan for the
Township of Georgian Bluffs.

Background
The objective of the Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Plan is to develop a
comprehensive plan that will incorporate all facets of the management, expansion and
future funding of water, wastewater, and storm systems for the East Linton Settlement
Area. This process will involve an assessment of existing servicing infrastructure to
identify necessary upgrades and future servicing priorities.
The intent of creating the Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Plan is to
provide a blueprint for continued success in delivering safe, reliable, and cost-efficient
drinking water and wastewater services. A key driver of the Plan is the need to prepare
for long-term growth in the Township, while continuously improving service delivery.
Thus, the Master Plan will accomplish two key objectives:



Develop a cost-effective, resilient water and wastewater infrastructure plan to
service future growth to 2032 and beyond; and
Develop an integrated, long-term strategy to provide sustainable water and
wastewater services.
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Analysis
The Township advertised a Request for Proposals from engineering consultants to
prepare a comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Plan (Master Plan) focusing
on the study areas, as defined and mapped in Appendix A to this report.
The objectives of the Master Plan are to:












Employ current standards to determine system hydraulics, system capacities,
water treatment capacities, water availability, and water quality;
Determine a recommended servicing strategy that will provide the following over
a range of planning horizons (near to long term):
o Expand the serviced area to include unserviced and undeveloped lands,
particularly in the East Linton/Cobble Beach Area, thereby creating the
opportunity for development growth;
o Allow the addition of new water network users to reduce per capital
operating costs for all users in the most cost-effective way. It is expected
that a comprehensive range of alternatives shall be considered to
determine the best possible solution;
Create a Township GIS asset database for linear infrastructure and
appurtenances, ensure that it is consistent and compatible with the financial
asset management inventory (Public Sector Digest CityWide);
Ensure completeness of the Township’s existing tabular asset inventory of the
water and wastewater treatment plant components;
Construct an accurate water and wastewater network model for use in assessing
future subdivision and development impacts on the East Linton Water and
Wastewater System infrastructure;
Review existing infrastructure condition and performance and ability to
accommodate the area’s projected growth rates and economic analysis
parameters for both a 10-year and 25-year horizon; and
Identify any new capital projects that may be required to support the above
objectives and provide costs and possible impacts on user fees.

The Master Plan will provide the Township of Georgian Bluffs with strategies to manage
infrastructure improvements and growth in the most effective and efficient manner. The
study will also identify the individual projects required to complement these strategies,
and prioritize projects based on need and required timing.
This Master Plan will develop the policy and strategy framework for water and
wastewater servicing and define a blueprint for future capital projects to support growth.
Report OPS2021-21
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The master planning process fulfills Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment (MCEA) in identifying the need and justification for
recommended projects and programs. The process includes consultations with the
public and key stakeholders to receive feedback that will help shape the Master Plan.
Plan for Resilient and Robust Water and Wastewater Services
Resilient communities and robust services are key priorities established by the Province
in the Growth Plan and Asset Management Regulations for Municipal Infrastructure,
which incorporates planning through a climate lens. Master planning provides an
opportunity to integrate:




New infrastructure to support growth,
Asset renewal needs informed by condition assessments, and
Considerations for infrastructure resilience to manage the impact of climate
change in alignment with the Township’s Climate Action Plan (currently under
development by the Climate Action Committee).

Underpinning and influencing these evolving needs are changes in regulatory
requirements that affect servicing. Staff recognize the importance of remaining adaptive
to regulatory changes. Potential changes in the near-to medium-term include
amendments to provincial policy that could impact population and employment
forecasts, and updates to drinking water quality guidelines through scientific advances.
The Master Plan will ensure that infrastructure planning remains responsive to ongoing
regulatory changes by continuing to work closely with regulators.

Financial Impact
Costs to prepare the Master Plan will be funded from the East Linton Water Reserves.
The Master Plan will be carried out in conjunction with the Municipal Comprehensive
Review (Official Plan Review and Update). Additionally, a fiscal impact analysis will be
completed, to plan for growth and associated servicing alternatives.
It is expected that the long-term infrastructure plan for the preferred servicing strategy
will be finalized in the second or third quarter of 2022.
As part of the Master Plan process, capital and life cycle costs of water and wastewater
infrastructure required to support growth, will be identified. This work will create a fiscal
impact analysis to assess cost implications of future growth.
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Strategic Priorities
Demonstrate and Enhance Environmental Stewardship
The Township of Georgian Bluffs strives to become a leader in Environmental
Stewardship by reducing energy consumption, reducing solid waste, increasing
diversion rates of recyclable materials, and lessening the environmental impact of
existing and future infrastructure through innovation and upgrading.
3.1 Manage drinking and storm water.
(a) Operate drinking water systems to maintain a high standard of public health
and safety, protect the environment and ensure long term sustainability.
(b) Investigate opportunities to extend water service to supply areas in need of
potable water and increase users to ensure water systems are sustainable and
economical.
(c) Re-evaluate the current water billing model to ensure a fair equitable system
that recognizes payment for all water used to promote water conservation.

Conclusion
The creation of a Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Plan supports the
Township’s Municipal Comprehensive Review process to update the Township’s Official
Plan in alignment with the provincial policies.
The Master Plan Update will follow the principles of integration, infra-stretching, and
innovation to guide its decision-making process. Completion of the Master Plan is
anticipated to be complete in the second or third quarter of 2022.

Supporting Documentation
Schedule A – Master Plan – Study Location
Schedule B – RFP 2021 Master Servicing Plan
Respectfully Submitted:
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Steven Dollmaier, Director of Operations
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Report Approval Details
Document Title:

Attachments:

Final Approval Date:

OPS2021-21 Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master
Plan.docx
- Master Plan - Study Location.pdf
- RFP 2021-01 - Master Servicing Plan.pdf
Apr 26, 2021

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below:
Jenn Burnett, Senior Planner
Tim Lewis, Chief Building Official / By-law Enforcement Officer
Kassandra Rocca, Director of Finance / Treasurer
Janet Hilts, HR Manager
Brittany Drury, Clerk
Al Meneses, Chief Administrative Officer
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Study Area Clarification Map:
Area highlighted in yellow is the overall study area, Area highlighted in green is the
existing East Linton Water System and the area highlighted in violet currently has
access to the sanitary sewer system within the Cobble Beach Development.
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TOWNSHIP OF GEORGIAN BLUFFS

RFP 2021-01
Request for Proposal

Engineering Services
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater
Master Servicing Study
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Township of Georgian Bluffs
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study

RFT 2021-01

1. Proposal Objectives
The Township is requesting written proposals from engineering consultants to
prepare a comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study
(“Study”) focusing on the study area in ‘Appendix A’. The objectives of the
Study are to:
1.

Employ current standards to determine system hydraulics, system
capacities, water treatment capacities, water availability, and water
quality;

2.

Determine a recommended servicing strategy that will provide the
following over a range of planning horizons (near to long term):
a.

Expand the serviced area to include unserviced and
undeveloped lands, particularly in the East Linton/Cobble Beach
Area, thereby creating the opportunity for development growth;
and;

b.

Allow the addition of new water network users to reduce per
capital operating costs, in the most cost-effective way. It is
expected that a comprehensive range of alternatives shall be
considered in order to determine the best possible solution;

3.

Create a Township GIS asset database for linear infrastructure and
appurtenances, ensure that it is consistent and compatible with the
financial asset management inventory (Public Sector Digest CityWide);

4.

Ensure completeness of the Township’s existing tabular asset
inventory of the water and wastewater treatment plant components;

5.

Construct an accurate water and wastewater network model for use in
assessing future subdivision and development impacts on the East
Linton Water and Wastewater System infrastructure;

6.

Review existing infrastructure condition and performance and ability to
accommodate the area’s projected growth rates and economic analysis
parameters for both a 10-year and 25-year horizon; and

7.

Identify any new capital projects that may be required to support the
above objectives and provide costs and possible impacts on user fees.
The Township of Georgian Bluffs, with this proposal, seeks to attain or
exceed the following outcome(s):

Page 2 of 12

Page 128 of 138

Township of Georgian Bluffs
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study

RFT 2021-01

2. Preparation and Submission of Proposals
Each submission must ensure that its proposal includes the following
information:
•

All information requested by this Request for Proposal

•

Request for Proposal Number

•

Date of Proposal

•

Supplier Information

•

Price

The Township will not accept any responsibility for any misunderstanding
arising from failure of a submitter to comply with the requirements of the
Request for Proposal.
3. Pricing
Bidders must include a proposed Schedule of Prices in their Proposal as set
out in Schedule A. Proposals must separate included HST and all charges
related to the proper delivery of services.
4. Selection Criteria
The objective of the evaluation is to select a Proposal that satisfies the
Township’s requirement while representing value for money. The evaluation
will include:

•

Knowledge and proven expertise in the engineering services required
including past experience;

•

Whether the Proposal indicates a proper understanding of the matters
involved;

•

Price

•

All proposals shall be scored as per the following criteria.
Criteria

Weight

Firm’s experience in providing this type of service

35

Proposal Clarity & Comprehensiveness

15

Qualifications and experience of personnel

25

Fee Proposal

25

Total

100
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Township of Georgian Bluffs
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study

RFT 2021-01

5. Evaluation Process
Following the Proposal Closing Time, a Proposal Evaluation will take place.
This Proposal evaluation may, at the absolute discretion of the Township,
involve presentations by some, or all Bidders, visits to Bidders’ sites,
discussions with Bidders, and requests to Bidders to provide written or oral
clarification of various aspects of their Proposals.
Consequently, and as part of the selection process, one or more Bidders may
be included in post-Proposal negotiations. Such negotiations will be
undertaken at the absolute discretion of the Township.
Neither the lowest-priced Proposal, nor any Proposal, will necessarily be
accepted by the Township. The Township unconditionally reserves the right
to accept or reject any Proposal regardless of compliance or non-compliance
with this Request for Proposal. Acceptance of the preferred Proposal will be
subject to the execution of a Contract between the Township and the
preferred Bidder.
In determining best value for money, the Township is obliged to satisfy itself
that prices offered are reasonable. The Bidder agrees to provide access to
such information as is determined by the Township to be necessary to
evaluate the reasonableness of the Bidder’s prices.
In the event that the Township in its absolute discretion concludes that
during final negotiations the preferred Bidder has retracted, or attempts to
retract, agreements that were resolved during the negotiation phase, the
Township in its absolute discretion reserves the right to disqualify the
preferred Bidder’s Proposal and enter into negotiations with another Bidder.
6. Conditions of Proposal
Place for Lodgment of Proposals:
Township of Georgian Bluffs
177964 Grey Road 18
RR 3 Owen Sound ON
N4K 5N5
Proposals may be delivered by hand or sent by mail. Facsimile transmission,
oral or e-mail submissions will not be accepted.
Point of Contact for Lodged Proposals:
Township of Georgian Bluffs
Attention: Purchasing
177964 Grey Road 18, R.R. #3
Owen Sound, ON N4K 5N5
Page 4 of 12

Page 130 of 138

Township of Georgian Bluffs
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study

RFT 2021-01

Phone: 519-376-2729
Deadline for Lodgment of Proposals:
The deadline set for lodgment of proposals is 1:00 PM on Friday, February
19th, 2021. The Township’s determination as to the actual time that a
proposal is lodged is final.
The deadline set for lodgment of proposals may be extended by written
notice at the sole discretion of the Township.
Proposals are to be enclosed in a sealed envelope or other sealed container
endorsed with the relevant Request for Proposal number, the Proposal
Closing Time, the name of the Bidder and the Township Contact Officer.
Proposal Validity Period:
It is a Condition of Proposal that the Proposal remains valid for acceptance
and for a period of at least 90 days from the Proposal Closing Time.
7. Rights of the Township
The Township reserves the right in its absolute discretion at any time to:

•

Cease to proceed with the process outlined in this RFP;

•

Change the structure and timing of the RFP process;

•

Vary or extend any time or date in this RFP as deemed necessary by the
Township;

•

Terminate further participation or negotiations in the RFP process by any
Bidder regardless of conformance with the RFP;

•

Call for new proposals;

•

Reject any Proposal for any of the following:
i. Received after the Proposal Closing Time;
ii. Received in a format other than on the Proposal forms supplied;
iii. Not completed in ink;
iv. Incomplete documents;
v. Qualified or conditional Proposal;
vi. Proposal documents not properly signed and sealed;

•

Waive or vary any obligation of the Bidder;

•

Add to, alter, delete, or exclude any Services required by this Proposal;
and

•

Publish or disclose the names of the Bidder(s).
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Township of Georgian Bluffs
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study

RFT 2021-01

8. Occupational Health and Safety
The Bidder shall provide a Workplace Safety and Insurance Board WSIB
contractor number and a current clearance certificate from the WSIB. The
Bidder shall be responsible for, and shall pay all dues and assessments payable
under the Workplace Safety & Insurance Board, Human Resources
Development Canada or any other Act, whether Provincial or Federal in
respect, to all his employees or operations, and shall, upon request, furnish
the Corporation with satisfactory evidence that he, the Bidder has complied
with the provisions of any Act.
9. Insurance

N/A
10. Specifications of Proposal and Scope
The Township requires an engineering firm to complete a Master Servicing
Plan from the Cobble Beach Subdivision to the Hamlet of East Linton as
outlined in Schedule B.
11. Contract Term
The Township will enter into an agreement with the selected Bidder for the
completion of this work.
12. Pre-Proposal Site Visit
N/A
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Township of Georgian Bluffs
RFT 2021-01
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study – Schedule “A”

Schedule “A” Form of Proposal
Provision of Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master
Servicing Study
Request for Proposal No.: RFP 2021-01____________________
Date of Proposal: February 19, 2021_______________________
The Bidder has carefully examined the provisions, specifications and conditions
attached to this proposal. The Bidder understands and accepts the said provisions,
specifications, and conditions for the prices set forth in this proposal, hereby offers
to furnish all vehicles, attachments and accessories as specified in the proposal.

Supplier Information
Company Name:
Contact Name:

Title:

Address:

Phone:
Fax:
Cell:
Email:
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Township of Georgian Bluffs
RFT 2021-01
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study – Schedule “A”

Schedule of Prices
Description of Works
The provision of engineering services to complete a
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing
Study for the Township of Georgian Bluffs as detailed in
Schedule ‘B’

Total Price

$

Subtotal (Excluding H.S.T.)

$

Applicable H.S.T

$

Total

$

If there is any conflict between the Proposal Total entered above and the correct
summation of the lump sum prices, provisional sums and correct extensions of the
unit prices and quantities entered in the aforesaid Schedule, the said summation
shall take precedence.

Lowest or any proposal not necessarily accepted.

Name of person signing for the company:

Signature of person signing for the company:
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Township of Georgian Bluffs
RFT 2021-01
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study – Schedule “B”

Schedule “B” Objectives and Deliverables
Completion of a Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master
Servicing Study for the Township of Georgian Bluffs
The Study shall be carried out in conformance with the Municipal Engineers
Association Class Environmental Assessment (as amended) including the
requirements in A.2.7 Master Plans. The Study is expected to be updated
periodically as needed to adjust the necessary timeframes and projects as
work is completed and the area develops. The Township’s objective centres
around proactively identifying and completing projects to remain competitive
and foster growth, and thereby reducing per capita costs to run the system.
To prepare the Study, the Consultant shall be prepared to undertake the
following:
1. Develop and document the planning & evaluation basis
a. Planning horizon
b. Background, historical review, planning policies & guidance
c. Geographic growth areas of people vs jobs
d. Population growth & employment estimates to be used for
planning
e. Design flows, per capita, per unit and total (W & WW)
f. Constraints & opportunities
g. Evaluation criteria & weightings
2. Performance & capacity assessment of existing systems
a. 4 systems to evaluate: W, WW, distribution, collection
b. Optimization and re-rating assessment of all systems (mainly
plants)
c. Modeling (treatment, water distribution i.e., EPANET, WW
collection)
3. Asset condition assessment for Water and Wastewater
a. Create GIS database using the data from the CityWide asset
database to make sure both have the same info.
b. Review existing Water and Wastewater Asset database and
perform a condition assessment of assets (>$50,000.00) to
determine timeframe for replacement/improvement and budget
cost.
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Township of Georgian Bluffs
RFT 2021-01
Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Study – Schedule “B”

4. Evaluation of potential servicing strategies
a. Expand existing Sites
b. New plants at new sites
c. Optimization & rerating of existing sites
d. Other strategies, such as peak flow storage, wet weather flow
management, etc.
5. Identification of preferred strategy
a. Draft strategy for presentation to council & public
b. Confirm and/or revise strategy after consult
c. Includes capital investment projections
d. Capital program includes costs of asset maintenance &
replacement per the asset inventory & condition assessment task
6. Public consultation
a. Public meetings/info sessions
b. Council meetings
c. Other stakeholder meetings – government ministries,
stakeholder groups, first nations. Contact will be initially by
correspondence but the in person through Zoom or otherwise.
7. W/WW Master Plan document
a. Covering Phases 1 & 2 of MCEA process
b. Documents all work
c. Documents consultation activities
d. Identifies next steps, budget & schedule needed to implement
individual projects within the preferred servicing strategy
e. Draft & final versions
f. Electronic versions of everything in native program format
8. Project delivery
a. Consultant internal PM
b. Meetings with Township
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Deliverables
The at the end of the project the Respondent shall provide the following:
•

Three (3) hard paper copies of the final Water and Wastewater Master
Servicing Study.

•

An electronic copy of the final Study and all other supplementary
information.

•

Electronic copies of all data tables in a format that allows the Township
to manipulate/correlate the data as it may choose to do. Copies of
models in native program format (e.g., EPANET model)

•

Electronic copies of all power-point presentation suitable for public
viewing;

•

All materials received from the Township of Georgian Bluffs;

•

All project-related written notes and presentation materials prepared
by the consultant; and

•

Final report presented to Council for adoption.
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Appendix “A” Primary Study Area
Whereas the Township desires for a Comprehensive Water and Wastewater Master
Servicing Study for the whole Township of Georgian Bluffs. The primary study area
should focus on the East Linton settlement area which commences south of Church
Sideroad East and extends to the unopened road allowance between Lots 22 & 23,
Concession 3 (East Linton Sideroad). It covers lands east of Grey Road 1 and west
of Balmy Beach Road. the area in orange is East Linton and the area in blue is
Inland Lake and Shoreline (considered a settlement area designation under the
County OP).
Currently the majority of the lots in the Inland Lake and Shoreline area are
developed and are on partial services.
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